The Medal of Honor is the Nation's highest award for valor. Fifteen
Army medics received the Medal of Honor during the Vietnam War and are
listed below. Click on the name to bring up their citation. The *
following the name indicates that the Medal was given posthumously.
Some of the photographs of the Medal of Honor recipients are courtesy
of Doug Sterner and his web site at Home of Heroes:
http://www.homeofheroes.com

Rank and organization: Private First Class, U.S. Army, Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 3d Battalion, 1lst Infantry, 11th Infantry
Brigade, Americal Division.

Place and date: Republic of Vietnam, 13 May 1970.

Entered service at: Columbus, Ohio. Born: 10 August 1946, Edinboro, Pa.

Citation: Pfc. Winder distinguished himself while serving in the
Republic of Vietnam as a senior medical aidman with Company A. After
moving through freshly cut rice paddies in search of a suspected
company-size enemy force, the unit started a thorough search of the
area. Suddenly they were engaged with intense automatic weapons and
rocket propelled grenade fire by a well entrenched enemy force. Several
friendly soldiers fell wounded in the initial contact and the unit was
pinned down. Responding instantly to the cries of his wounded comrades,
Pfc. Winder began maneuvering across approximately 100 meters of open,
bullet-swept terrain toward the nearest casualty. Unarmed and crawling
most of the distance, he was wounded by enemy fire before reaching his
comrades. Despite his wounds and with great effort, Pfc. Winder reached
the first casualty and administered medical aid. As he continued to
crawl across the open terrain toward a second wounded soldier he was
forced to stop when wounded a second time. Aroused by the cries of an
injured comrade for aid, Pfc. Winder's great determination and sense of
duty impelled him to move forward once again, despite his wounds, in a
courageous attempt to reach and assist the injured man. After
struggling to within 10 meters of the man, Pfc. Winder was mortally
wounded. His dedication and sacrifice inspired his unit to initiate an
aggressive counterassault which led to the defeat of the enemy. Pfc.
Winder's conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the cost of
his life were in keeping with the highest traditions of the military
service and reflect great credit on him, his unit and the U.S. Army.

Rank and organization: Private First Class, U.S. Army, Headquarters
Company, 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry, 196th Infantry Brigade, Americal
Division.

Place and date: Quang Tri Province, Republic of Vietnam, 14 May 1969.

Entered service at: New Haven, Conn. Born: 29 January 1947, Norwalk,
Conn.

Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. Pfc. Shea,
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 3d Battalion, distinguished


http://www.homeofheros.com/

himself while serving as a medical aidman with Company C, 3d Battalion,
during a combat patrol mission. As the lead platoon of the company was
crossing a rice paddy, a large enemy force in ambush positions opened
fire with mortars, grenades and automatic weapons. Under heavy
crossfire from 3 sides, the platoon withdrew to a small island in the
paddy to establish a defensive perimeter. Pfc. Shea, seeing that a
number of his comrades had fallen in the initial hail of fire, dashed
from the defensive position to assist the wounded. With complete
disregard for his safety and braving the intense hostile fire sweeping
the open rice paddy, Pfc. Shea made 4 trips to tend wounded soldiers
and to carry them to the safety of the platoon position. Seeing a fifth
wounded comrade directly in front of one of the enemy strong points,
Pfc. Shea ran to his assistance. As he reached the wounded man, Pfc.
Shea was grievously wounded. Disregarding his welfare, Pfc. Shea tended
his wounded comrade and began to move him back to the safety of the
defensive perimeter. As he neared the platoon position, Pfc. Shea was
mortally wounded by a burst of enemy fire. By his heroic actions Pfc.
Shea saved the lives of several of his fellow soldiers. Pfc. Shea's
gallantry in action at the cost of his life were in keeping with the
highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit
upon himself, his unit, and the U.S. Army.

Rank and organization: Specialist Fifth Class (then Pfc.), U.S. Army,
Headquarters Company, 3d Battalion, 60th Infantry, 9th Infantry
Division.

Place and date: Ding Tuong Province, Republic of Vietnam, 10 January
1968.

Entered service at: Houston, Tex. Born: 12 September 1947, Chenango,
Tex. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at
the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. Sp5c. Sasser
distinguished himself while assigned to Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, 3d Battalion. He was serving as a medical aidman with Company
A, 3d Battalion, on a reconnaissance in force operation. His company
was making an air assault when suddenly it was taken under heavy small
arms, recoilless rifle, machinegun and rocket fire from well fortified
enemy positions on 3 sides of the landing zone. During the first few
minutes, over 30 casualties were sustained. Without hesitation, Spbc.
Sasser ran across an open rice paddy through a hail of fire to assist
the wounded. After helping 1 man to safety, was painfully wounded in
the left shoulder by fragments of an exploding rocket. Refusing medical
attention, he ran through a barrage of rocket and automatic weapons
fire to aid casualties of the initial attack and, after giving them
urgently needed treatment, continued to search for other wounded.
Despite 2 additional wounds immobilizing his legs, he dragged himself
through the mud toward another soldier 100 meters away. Although in
agonizing pain and faint from loss of blood, Spb5c. Sasser reached the
man, treated him, and proceeded on to encourage another group of
soldiers to crawl 200 meters to relative safety. There he attended
their wounds for 5 hours until they were evacuated. Sp5c. Sasser's
extraordinary heroism is in keeping with the highest traditions of the
military service and reflects great credit upon himself, his unit, and
the U.S. Army.



Rank and organization: Warrant Officer (then Sergeant First Class),
U.S. Army, Advisory Team 162, U.S. Military Assistance Command. Place
and date: Northeast of Katum, Republic of Vietnam, 24 May 1970. Entered
service at: Los Angeles, Calif. Born: 19 November 1938, Albuquerque, N.
Mex.

Citation:

WO Rocco distinguished himself when he volunteered to accompany a
medical evacuation team on an urgent mission to evacuate 8 critically
wounded Army of the Republic of Vietnam personnel. As the helicopter
approached the landing zone, it became the target for intense enemy
automatic weapons fire. Disregarding his own safety, WO Rocco
identified and placed accurate suppressive fire on the enemy positions
as the aircraft descended toward the landing zone. Sustaining major
damage from the enemy fire, the aircraft was forced to crash land,
causing WO Rocco to sustain a fractured wrist and hip and a severely
bruised back. Ignoring his injuries, he extracted the survivors from
the burning wreckage, sustaining burns to his own body. Despite intense
enemy fire, WO Rocco carried each unconscious man across approximately
20 meters of exposed terrain to the Army of the Republic of Vietnam
perimeter. On each trip, his severely burned hands and broken wrist
caused excruciating pain, but the lives of the unconscious crash
survivors were more important than his personal discomfort, and he
continued his rescue efforts. Once inside the friendly position, WO
Rocco helped administer first aid to his wounded comrades until his
wounds and burns caused him to collapse and lose consciousness. His
bravery under fire and intense devotion to duty were directly
responsible for saving 3 of his fellow soldiers from certain death. His
unparalleled bravery in the face of enemy fire, his complete disregard
for his own pain and injuries, and his performance were far above and
beyond the call of duty and were in keeping with the highest traditions
of self-sacrifice and courage of the military service.

Rank and organization: Private First Class, U.S. Army, Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, lst Battalion, 8th Cavalry, 1lst Cavalry Division
(Airmobile) .

Place and date: Bong Son, Hoai Nhon Province, Republic of Vietnam, 16
February 1967.

Entered service at: Chicago, Ill. Born: 17 October 1944, Aurora, I1ll.

Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. His platoon was
deployed in a night ambush when the position was suddenly subjected to
an intense and accurate grenade attack, and 1 foxhole was hit
immediately. Responding without hesitation to the calls for help from
the wounded men Pfc. Monroe moved forward through heavy small-arms fire
to the foxhole but found that all of the men had expired. He turned
immediately and crawled back through the deadly hail of fire toward
other calls for aid. He moved to the platoon sergeant's position where
he found the radio operator bleeding profusely from fragmentation and
bullet wounds. Ignoring the continuing enemy attack, Pfc. Monroe began
treating the wounded man when he saw a live grenade fall directly in
front of the position. He shouted a warning to all those nearby, pushed
the wounded radio operator and the platoon sergeant to one side, and



lunged forward to smother the grenade's blast with his body. Through
his valorous actions, performed in a flash of inspired selflessness,
Pfc. Monroe saved the lives of 2 of his comrades and prevented the
probable injury of several others. His gallantry and intrepidity were
in the highest traditions of the U.S. Army, and reflect great credit
upon himself and the Armed Forces of his country.

Rank and organization: Specialist Fifth Class, U.S. Army, Company B,
1st Battalion, 5th Cavalry, 1lst Cavalry Division (Airmobile).

Place and date: Binh Dinh province, Republic of Vietnam, 21 June 1967.

Entered service at: Denver, Colo. Born: 22 November 1944, Leadville,
Colo.

Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. Serving as a
medical aidman with Company B, Sp5c. McWethy accompanied his platoon to
the site of a downed helicopter. Shortly after the platoon established
a defensive perimeter around the aircraft, a large enemy force attacked
the position from 3 sides with a heavy volume of automatic weapons fire
and grenades. The platoon leader and his radio operator were wounded
almost immediately, and Sp5c. McWethy rushed across the fire-swept area
to their assistance. Although he could not help the mortally wounded
radio operator, SpSc. McWethy's timely first aid enabled the platoon
leader to retain command during this critical period. Hearing a call
for aid, SpS5c. McWethy started across the open toward the injured men,
but was wounded in the head and knocked to the ground. He regained his
feet and continued on but was hit again, this time in the leg.
Struggling onward despite his wounds, he gained the side of his
comrades and treated their injuries. Observing another fallen rifleman
Lying in an exposed position raked by enemy fire, SpS5c. McWethy moved
toward him without hesitation. Although the enemy fire wounded him a
third time, Spb5c. McWethy reached his fallen companion. Though weakened
and in extreme pain, Spb5c. McWethy gave the wounded man artificial
respiration but suffered a fourth and fatal wound. Through his
indomitable courage, complete disregard for his safety, and
demonstrated concern for his fellow soldiers, Spb5c. McWethy inspired
the members of his platoon and contributed in great measure to their
successful defense of the position and the ultimate rout of the enemy
force. Sp5c. McWethy's profound sense of duty, bravery, and his
willingness to accept extraordinary risks in order to help the men of
his unit are characteristic of the highest traditions of the military
service and reflect great credit upon himself and the U.S. Army.

Place and date: Quang Tin province, Republic of Vietnam, 19 March 1969.

Entered service at: portland, Maine. Born: 24 June 1948, Washington,
D.C.

Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. Sp4c. McMahon
distinguished himself while serving as medical aid man with Company A.
When the lead elements of his company came under heavy fire from well-
fortified enemy positions, 3 soldiers fell seriously wounded. Spi4c.



McMahon, with complete disregard for his safety, left his covered
position and ran through intense enemy fire to the side of 1 of the
wounded, administered first aid and then carried him to safety. He
returned through the hail of fire to the side of a second wounded man.
Although painfully wounded by an exploding mortar round while returning
the wounded man to a secure position, Sp4c. McMahon refused medical
attention and heroically ran back through the heavy enemy fire toward
his remaining wounded comrade. He fell mortally wounded before he could
rescue the last man. Sp4d4c. McMahon's undaunted concern for the welfare
of his comrades at the cost of his life are in keeping with the highest
traditions of the military service and reflect great credit on himself,
his unit, and the U.S. Army.

Rank and organization: Specialist Fourth Class, U.S. Army, 2d Squadron,
17th Cavalry, 101lst Airborne Division

Place and date: Quang Tin province, Republic of Vietnam, 2 June 1969.
Entered service at: Cincinnati, Ohio. Born: 2 July 1948, Dayton, Ohio.

Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. Sp4c. Lapointe,
Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 2d Squadron, distinguished himself
while serving as a medical aidman during a combat helicopter assault
mission. Sp4c. Lapointe's patrol was advancing from the landing zone
through an adjoining valley when it suddenly encountered heavy
automatic weapons fire from a large enemy force entrenched in well
fortified bunker positions. In the initial hail of fire, 2 soldiers in
the formation vanguard were seriously wounded. Hearing a call for aid
from 1 of the wounded, Sp4c. Lapointe ran forward through heavy fire to
assist his fallen comrades. To reach the wounded men, he was forced to
crawl directly in view of an enemy bunker. As members of his unit
attempted to provide covering fire, he administered first aid to 1 man,
shielding the other with his body. He was hit by a burst of fire from
the bunker while attending the wounded soldier. In spite of his painful
wounds, Spé4c. Lapointe continued his lifesaving duties until he was
again wounded and knocked to the ground. Making strenuous efforts, he
moved back again into a shielding position to continue administering
first aid. An exploding enemy grenade mortally wounded all 3 men. Spdc.
Lapointe's courageous actions at the cost of his life were an
inspiration to his comrades. His gallantry and selflessness are in the
highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit on
him, his unit, and the U.S. Army.

KENNETH MICHAEL KAYS

Rank and organization: Private First Class, U.S. Army, Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, lst Battalion, 506th Infantry, 101lst Airborne
Division.

Place and date: Thua Thien province, Republic of Vietnam, 7 May 1970.

Entered service at: Fairfield, Ill. Born: 22 September 1949, Mount
Vernon, Ill.



Citation: For conspicuous gallantry intrepidity in action at the risk
of his life above and beyond the call of duty. Pfc. (then Pvt.) Kays
distinguished himself while serving as a medical aidman with Company D,
1st Battalion, 101lst Airborne Division near Fire Support Base Maureen.
A heavily armed force of enemy sappers and infantrymen assaulted
Company D's night defensive position, wounding and killing a number of
its members. Disregarding the intense enemy fire and ground assault,
Pfc. Kays began moving toward the perimeter to assist his fallen
comrades. In doing so he became the target of concentrated enemy fire
and explosive charges, 1 of which severed the lower portion of his left
leg. After applying a tourniquet to his leg, Pfc. Kays moved to the
fire-swept perimeter, administered medical aid to 1 of the wounded, and
helped move him to an area of relative safety. Despite his severe wound
and excruciating pain, Pfc. Kays returned to the perimeter in search of
other wounded men. He treated another wounded comrade, and, using his
own body as a shield against enemy bullets and fragments, moved him to
safety. Although weakened from a great loss of blood, Pfc. Kays resumed
his heroic lifesaving efforts by moving beyond the company's perimeter
into enemy held territory to treat a wounded American lying there. Only
after his fellow wounded soldiers had been treated and evacuated did
Pfc. Kays allow his own wounds to be treated. These courageous acts by
Pfc. Kays resulted in the saving of numerous lives and inspired others
in his company to repel the enemy. Pfc. Kays' heroism at the risk of
his life are in keeping with the highest traditions of the service and
reflect great credit on him, his unit, and the U.S. Army.

Rank and organization: Specialist Sixth Class (then Sp5c), U.S. Army,
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1lst Battalion (Airborne), 503d
Infantry, 173d Airborne Brigade.

Place and date: Republic of Vietnam, 8 November 1965,

Entered service at: New York City, N.Y. G.O. No.: 15, 5 April 1967.
Born: 22 February 1928, Winston-Salem, N.C.

Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of life
above and beyond the call of duty. Sp6c. Joel demonstrated indomitable
courage, determination, and professional skill when a numerically
superior and well-concealed Viet Cong element launched a vicious attack
which wounded or killed nearly every man in the lead squad of the
company. After treating the men wounded by the initial burst of
gunfire, he bravely moved forward to assist others who were wounded
while proceeding to their objective. While moving from man to man, he
was struck in the right leg by machinegun fire. Although painfully
wounded his desire to aid his fellow soldiers transcended all personal
feeling. He bandaged his own wound and self-administered morphine to
deaden the pain enabling him to continue his dangerous undertaking.
Through this period of time, he constantly shouted words of
encouragement to all around him. Then, completely ignoring the warnings
of others, and his pain, he continued his search for wounded, exposing
himself to hostile fire; and, as bullets dug up the dirt around him, he
held plasma bottles high while kneeling completely engrossed in his
life saving mission. Then, after being struck a second time and with a
bullet lodged in his thigh, he dragged himself over the battlefield and
succeeded in treating 13 more men before his medical supplies ran out.
Displaying resourcefulness, he saved the life of 1 man by placing a



plastic bag over a severe chest wound to congeal the blood. As 1 of the
platoons pursued the Viet Cong, an insurgent force in concealed
positions opened fire on the platoon and wounded many more soldiers.
With a new stock of medical supplies, Sp6c. Joel again shouted words of
encouragement as he crawled through an intense hail of gunfire to the
wounded men. After the 24 hour battle subsided and the Viet Cong dead
numbered 410, snipers continued to harass the company. Throughout the
long battle, Sp6c. Joel never lost sight of his mission as a medical
aidman and continued to comfort and treat the wounded until his own
evacuation was ordered. His meticulous attention to duty saved a large
number of lives and his unselfish, daring example under most adverse
conditions was an inspiration to all. Sp6c. Joel's profound concern for
his fellow soldiers, at the risk of his life above and beyond the call
of duty are in the highest traditions of the U.S. Army and reflect
great credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of his country.

Rank and organization: Specialist Fifth Class (then Sp4c.) U .S. Army,
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1lst Battalion, 5th Cavalry, 1st
Cavalry Division (Airmobile).

Place and date: Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam, 20 March 1967.
Entered service at: Lincoln, Nebr. Born: 21 August 1946, Lincoln, Nebr.

Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. While conducting
combat operations against a hostile force, Sp5c. Hagemeister's platoon
suddenly came under heavy attack from 3 sides by an enemy force
occupying well concealed, fortified positions and supported by
machineguns and mortars. Seeing 2 of his comrades seriously wounded in
the initial action, Spbc. Hagemeister unhesitatingly and with total
disregard for his safety, raced through the deadly hail of enemy fire
to provide them medical aid. Upon learning that the platoon leader and
several other soldiers also had been wounded, Sp5c. Hagemeister
continued to brave the withering enemy fire and crawled forward to
render lifesaving treatment and to offer words of encouragement.
Attempting to evacuate the seriously wounded soldiers, Spb5c.
Hagemeister was taken under fire at close range by an enemy sniper.
Realizing that the lives of his fellow soldiers depended on his
actions, SpS5c. Hagemeister seized a rifle from a fallen comrade, killed
the sniper, 3 other enemy soldiers who were attempting to encircle his
position and silenced an enemy machinegun that covered the area with
deadly fire. Unable to remove the wounded to a less exposed location
and aware of the enemy's efforts to isolate his unit, he dashed through
the fusillade of fire to secure help from a nearby platoon. Returning
with help, he placed men in positions to cover his advance as he moved
to evacuate the wounded forward of his location. These efforts
successfully completed, he then moved to the other flank and evacuated
additional wounded men despite the fact that his every move drew fire
from the enemy. Spbc. Hagemeister's repeated heroic and selfless
actions at the risk of his life saved the lives of many of his comrades
and inspired their actions in repelling the enemy assault. Spb5c.
Hagemeister's indomitable courage was in the highest traditions of the
U.S. Armed Forces and reflect great credit upon himself.

Rank and organization:




Specialist Fourth Class, U.S. Army, Company A, 2d Battalion, 12
Infantry, 4th Infantry Division. Place and date: Tri Tam, Republic of
Vietnam, 27 January 1967. Entered service at: Covina, Calif. Born: 23
July 1943, Covina, Calif.

Citation:

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his
life above and beyond the call of duty. He left his position of
relative safety with his platoon which had not yet been committed to
the battle to answer the calls for medical aid from the wounded men of
another platoon which was heavily engaged with the enemy force. Dashing
across 100 meters of open area through a withering hail of enemy fire
and exploding grenades, he administered 1lifesaving treatment to 1
individual and continued to expose himself to the deadly enemy fire as
he moved to treat each of the other wounded men and to offer them
encouragement. Realizing that the wounds of 1 man required immediate
attention, Sp4c. Evans dragged the injured soldier back across the
dangerous fire-swept area, to a secure position from which he could be
further evacuated Miraculously escaping the enemy fusillade, Spic.
Evans returned to the forward location. As he continued the treatment
of the wounded, he was struck by fragments from an enemy grenade.
Despite his serious and painful injury he succeeded 1in evacuating
another wounded comrade, rejoined his platoon as it was committed to
battle and was soon treating other wounded soldiers. As he evacuated
another wounded man across the fire covered field, he was severely
wounded. Continuing to refuse medical attention and ignoring advice to
remain behind, he managed with his waning strength to move yet another
wounded comrade across the dangerous open area to safety. Disregarding
his painful wounds and seriously weakened from profuse bleeding, he
continued his lifesaving medical aid and was killed while treating
another wounded comrade. Spé4c. Evan's extraordinary valor, dedication
and indomitable spirit saved the 1lives of several of his fellow
soldiers, served as an inspiration to the men of his company, were
instrumental in the success of their mission, and reflect great credit
upon himself and the Armed Forces of his country.

Rank and organization:

Corporal, U.S. Army, 2d Platoon, Company B, 1lst Battalion, 14th
Infantry, 4th Infantry Division

Place and date:




Chu Pa Region, Pleiku Province, Republic of Vietnam, 9-11 February
1969. Entered service at: Fairmont, W. Va. Born: 7 April 1947,
Morgantown, W. Va.

Citation:

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his
life above and beyond the call of duty. Cpl. Bennett distinguished
himself while serving as a platoon medical aidman with the 2d Platoon,
Company B, during a reconnaissance-in-force mission. On 9 February the
platoon was moving to assist the 1st Platoon of Company D which had run
into a North Vietnamese ambush when it became heavily engaged by the
intense small arms, automatic weapons, mortar and rocket fire from a
well fortified and numerically superior enemy unit. In the initial
barrage of fire, 3 of the point members of the platoon fell wounded.
Cpl. Bennett, with complete disregard for his safety, ran through the
heavy fire to his fallen comrades, administered life-saving first aid
under fire and then made repeated trips carrying the wounded men to
positions of relative safety from which they would be medically
evacuated from the battle position. Cpl. Bennett repeatedly braved the
intense enemy fire moving across open areas to give aid and comfort to
his wounded comrades. He valiantly exposed himself to the heavy fire in
order to retrieve the bodies of several fallen personnel. Throughout
the night and following day, Cpl. Bennett moved from position to
position treating and comforting the several personnel who had suffered
shrapnel and gunshot wounds. On 11 February, Company B again moved in
an assault on the well fortified enemy positions and became heavily
engaged with the numerically superior enemy force. Five members of the
company fell wounded in the initial assault. Cpl. Bennett ran to their
aid without regard to the heavy fire. He treated 1 wounded comrade and
began running toward another seriously wounded man. Although the
wounded man was located forward of the company position covered by
heavy enemy grazing fire and Cpl. Bennett was warned that it was
impossible to reach the position, he leaped forward with complete
disregard for his safety to save his comrade's life. In attempting to
save his fellow soldier, he was mortally wounded. Cpl. Bennett's
undaunted concern for his comrades at the cost of his life above and
beyond the call of duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of
the military service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit,
and the U.S. Army.

Rank and organization:

Sergeant, U.S. Army, Company B, 5th Special Forces Group, lst Special
Forces. Place and date: Kontum Province, Republic of Vietnam, 1 April
1970.

Entered service at:

Buffalo, N.Y. Born: 29 August 1947, Rochester, N.Y.
Citation:

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his
life above and beyond the call of duty. Sgt. Beikirch, medical aidman,



Detachment B-24, Company B, distinguished himself during the defense of
Camp Dak Seang. The allied defenders suffered a number of casualties as
a result of an intense, devastating attack launched by the enemy from
well-concealed positions surrounding the camp. Sgt. Beikirch, with
complete disregard for his personal safety, moved unhesitatingly
through the withering enemy fire to his fallen comrades, applied first
aid to their wounds and assisted them to the medical aid station. When
informed that a seriously injured American officer was lying in an
exposed position, Sgt. Beikirch ran immediately through the hail of
fire. Although he was wounded seriously by fragments from an exploding
enemy mortar shell, Sgt. Beikirch carried the officer to a medical aid
station. Ignoring his own serious injuries, Sgt. Beikirch left the
relative safety of the medical bunker to search for and evacuate other
men who had been injured. He was again wounded as he dragged a
critically injured Vietnamese soldier to the medical bunker while
simultaneously applying mouth-to-mouth resuscitation to sustain his
life. Sgt. Beikirch again refused treatment and continued his search
for other casualties until he collapsed. Only then did he permit
himself to be treated. Sgt. Beikirch's complete devotion to the welfare
of his comrades, at the risk of his life are in keeping with the
highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit on
him, his unit, and the U.S. Army.



