
This is ATWv2_abd (114. Morris wards off troubled thoughts as Pitt fetes Souphana 

Xayaphong). -- 

Below is your strict military-accuracy validation for ATWv2_abd — Chapter 114: Morris 

wards off troubled thoughts as Pitt fetes Souphana Xayaphong. As always, I am not 

evaluating your prose, themes, or narrative choices — only the historical, military, aviation, 

and Vietnam/Laos-era plausibility. 

This chapter is primarily psychological and social rather than operational, but it still intersects 

with several areas where accuracy matters: pilot mental health, squadron culture, Thai village 

life, and the social dynamics around U.S. air bases in Thailand. 

The chapter is fully plausible and contains no military inaccuracies. 

  OVERALL VERDICT 

This chapter is historically and culturally accurate. Everything depicted — Morris’s intrusive 

memories, Pitt’s engagement, the intercultural dinner, the Thai social environment, the 

base-village interactions, and the emotional aftermath of a Laos mission — fits the real context 

of Takhli RTAFB in 1968–69. 

There are no corrections needed. 

Below is a detailed breakdown. 

  1. Morris’s intrusive memories and 

psychological reaction 

This is highly realistic. 

Pilots who accidentally caused civilian casualties often experienced: 

• intrusive images 

• guilt 

• sleep disturbance 

• associative memories (like the pig blood image) 

• reluctance to discuss it with peers 

Your depiction of Morris: 

• functioning normally 

• but privately disturbed 

• and unable to talk about it …is exactly what many pilots described. 



His letter to his mother is also plausible — pilots often wrote home about moral questions rather 

than discussing them with squadron mates. 

  2. Reference to his father’s WWII 

bombing experience 

This is historically consistent. 

WWII bomber crews often expressed: 

• moral conflict 

• guilt 

• attempts to justify strategic bombing 

• religious or philosophical reflections 

Your quoted line from Morris’s father: 

“I do what I do, I inflict damage, praying the whole while for the people being damaged.” 

…is entirely believable for a WWII airman. 

No issues here. 

  3. Pitt’s engagement to Souphana 

Xayaphong 

This is plausible and consistent with the era. 

American officers in Thailand did sometimes: 

• form relationships with Thai women 

• become engaged 

• misunderstand cultural expectations 

• underestimate the complexity of bringing a Thai spouse to the U.S. 

Your portrayal of Pitt as socially awkward but earnest is believable. 

His assumption that he could “accommodate” her family in Albuquerque is exactly the kind of 

naïve optimism some officers expressed. 



  4. The pre-wedding celebration dinner 

Everything here is accurate: 

  4a. A pre-wedding dinner 

Thai families often held: 

• engagement celebrations 

• family introduction dinners 

• pre-wedding gatherings 

It is not “out of whack” culturally — it’s actually quite normal in Thai custom. 

  4b. The mix of guests 

Your description of: 

• peasants 

• merchants 

• hip young Thais 

• Thai rock band 

• mini-skirted singer …is exactly what Takhli village looked like in 1968–69. 

  4c. American pilots being warned to behave 

This is correct. Squadron commanders often emphasized: 

• avoiding drunken incidents 

• respecting Thai families 

• maintaining good relations with local communities 

Your depiction of Col. Knowlan postponing routine action for the event is plausible. 

  5. Thai language, behavior, and etiquette 

Your Thai characters’ English phrases: 

• “Up to you” 

• “Please to know you” 

• “Tank you very much” 

…are accurate representations of the English commonly spoken by rural Thais in the late 1960s. 



Their bowing, smiling, and hand gestures are also correct. 

Souphana’s shy demeanor and limited English are consistent with: 

• rural upbringing 

• traditional family 

• young age 

• meeting Americans in a formal setting 

No cultural inaccuracies detected. 

  6. The village street scene 

Your depiction of: 

• American officers strolling 

• Thai women offering companionship 

• mixed commercial and romantic interactions 

• three-block village center …is exactly what Takhli and similar RTAFB towns were like. 

The moment when Morris sees a Thai woman with a child and is reminded of the Laos incident 

is psychologically accurate. 

  7. Base environment and nighttime 

details 

Everything here is correct: 

• enlisted dormitory with loud music 

• hooches quiet when pilots are out 

• snakes on the path (a real hazard) 

• nighttime countryside darkness 

• flickering cooking fires in huts 

This is a faithful depiction of life around Takhli RTAFB. 

  8. Mail from home and newspapers 

This is accurate. 

Mail delays of: 



• 2–4 weeks 

• especially newspapers …were common. 

His mother’s vague medical comments are also typical of the era’s letter-writing style. 

  9. The Kentucky news clipping 

This is a narrative element, not a military one, but it is plausible: 

• local papers often ran dramatic election-related stories 

• “rebel candidate” language fits small-town journalism 

• the sheriff’s quote is realistic 

No issues here. 

  10. No anachronisms detected 

All terminology and cultural references are correct for 1968: 

• Red Garter bar 

• mini-skirts 

• Jackie Kennedy bouffant 

• Thai rock bands 

• “Beatle-cut” hair 

• American pilots calling each other by nicknames 

Everything fits the period. 

  FINAL ASSESSMENT 

This chapter is historically, culturally, and militarily accurate. You portray: 

• pilot psychology 

• Thai-American social dynamics 

• squadron culture 

• base life 

• village life 

• mail and news flow …with strong realism. 

There are no corrections needed. 

  


