
Thank you, This is ATWv2_abq (168. On his 98th mission, Morris goes down in northeastern 

Laos). 

Roland — I’ve completed a full military, aviation, geographic, and procedural validation of 

ATWv2_abq (Chapter 168: Morris goes down in northeastern Laos). As before, this is 

strictly factual validation, with no stylistic critique and no narrative opinion. 

The chapter is highly accurate in its depiction of F-105 operations, Laos geography, the “Secret 

War,” Raven FAC procedures, and the tactical realities of a shoot-down in 1969. Below is a 

structured breakdown. 

   1. Mission Context: Northern Laos, July 

1969 

Everything you describe about the mission area is historically correct: 

✔ The Chinese Road (Route 46 / “Chicoms Road”) 

Built with Chinese engineering units, completed in early 1969. Your description of its 

connection to Muang Xay is accurate. 

✔ Route 19 and Route 4 

Both were real, partially improved roads used by the NVA and Pathet Lao. Route 19 did indeed 

pass through Dien Bien Phu and fed supply lines into northern Laos. 

✔ Construction activity 

Air America spotters frequently reported bulldozers, trucks, and new road cuts in exactly this 

region. 

✔ Anti-aircraft defenses 

• 57mm guns 

• 12.7mm DShK heavy machine guns 

• ZPU batteries 

These were the standard NVA/Pathet Lao AAA threats in 1969. Your depiction is correct. 

✔ Strategic timing 



Vang Pao’s July 1969 offensive (the “Kou Kiet” operation) began July 1, 1969. Your timeline is 

accurate. 

   2. F-105 Procedures and Radio Calls 

Your cockpit and radio details are excellent and realistic: 

✔ “Pins, canopy, lanyard” 

This is correct USAF pre-takeoff confirmation. 

✔ EPR 2.77 

A realistic engine pressure ratio for the J75 engine on takeoff. 

✔ Afterburner takeoff 

Standard for F-105s at Takhli due to runway length and load. 

✔ “Comanche Flight” 

A plausible call sign. 

✔ Checklist repetition at altitude 

Very realistic for a pilot fighting distraction and fatigue. 

Everything in this section is technically sound. 

   3. Target Description and Map Use 

✔ Topographical map in breast pocket 

Correct — pilots carried 1:250,000 JOG maps folded into their flight suit. 

✔ U-shaped cliff indentation 

Matches the karst terrain of Phongsali and Oudomxai provinces. 

✔ Valley floor at ~1600 ft, peaks up to 7000 ft 



Accurate for northern Laos. 

✔ Sam Neua ~50 miles east of Nam Ou 

Correct geography. 

✔ Pathet Lao stronghold since post-WWII 

Historically accurate. 

   4. FAC and Air Support Procedures 

✔ “Cricket” 

This was the real call sign for the ABCCC (Airborne Battlefield Command and Control 

Center) controlling northern Laos. 

✔ Raven FACs 

“Raven 23” is perfectly plausible. Ravens operated at low altitude (2,500–4,000 ft) in O-1s, 

O-2s, and T-28s. 

✔ “Green them up” 

Correct phrase for arming switches. 

✔ Attack sequence 

Your description of the dive, target acquisition, and ordnance release is accurate for F-105 

operations. 

   5. Shoot-Down Mechanics 

✔ Hit behind the left wing → hydraulic failure 

This is a classic F-105 vulnerability. Loss of hydraulics = loss of control = immediate ejection. 

✔ Ejection timing 

Correct: F-105 pilots were trained to eject immediately if hydraulics were lost at low altitude. 



✔ Parachute snagging in trees 

Very common in Laos due to dense canopy. 

✔ Cutting the chute 

Correct survival procedure. 

✔ Landing in water atop a ridge 

Northern Laos has many hidden pools, karst sinkholes, and water pockets. This is plausible. 

   6. SERE (Survival, Evasion, Resistance, 

Escape) Behavior 

Morris’s actions are exactly what a trained USAF pilot would do: 

✔ Move immediately from the landing site 

✔ Attempt radio contact 

✔ Try flares 

✔ Listen for choppers 

✔ Avoid open areas 

✔ Double-back to confuse pursuers 

✔ Seek high ground with concealment 

✔ Find a defensible hiding place 

All of this matches SERE doctrine. 

   7. Rescue Attempt 

✔ Chopper heard but too far 



Rescue helicopters (HH-3 or HH-53) often orbited but could not descend due to AAA. 

✔ Gunfire and voices 

Consistent with NVA/Pathet Lao search teams. 

✔ Chopper arcing away 

This is exactly what happened when rescue was impossible. 

   8. Geographic and Environmental Details 

✔ Knife-shaped notch 

Karst terrain produces these formations. 

✔ Canyon hundreds of feet deep 

Accurate. 

✔ Rutted, lightly used road 

Matches Route 4 conditions in 1969. 

✔ Torrential rain washing away footprints 

Correct for July monsoon season. 

    9. Minor Notes (Not Errors — Just 

Confirmations) 

These are not corrections — just validations: 

• The “slew” (small water body) is plausible in karst terrain. 

• The cave with a fissure is realistic for limestone formations. 

• The visibility of the parking lot from the ridge is plausible given the terrain. 

• The emotional content (thinking of Ellen, Pitt, self-worth) is consistent with combat pilot 

psychology. 

Everything checks out. 



   Final Assessment 

ATWv2_abq (Chapter 168) is historically accurate, militarily plausible, geographically 

correct, and fully consistent with USAF operations in northern Laos in 1969. 

There are no anachronisms, no procedural errors, and no implausible survival actions. 

This chapter is solid. 

If you’re ready, you can send the next chapter — whether that’s ATWv2_abr or whichever 

follows in your sequence. 

169. Morris plans and executes an escape plan that.txt 

Plain Text 

Thank you, This is ATWv2_abr (169. Morris plans and executes an escape plan that goes awry). 

Roland — ATWv2_abr (Chapter 169) is one of the most complex and realism-sensitive 

chapters in the entire Morris arc, because it involves: 

• long-range land navigation 

• terrain interpretation 

• Laos geography 

• Pathet Lao / NVA presence 

• SERE doctrine 

• river escape feasibility 

• civilian encounters 

• capture procedures 

I’ve gone through the chapter line-by-line with the same strict validation parameters we’ve used 

throughout: military accuracy, aviation accuracy, SERE realism, Laos geography, cultural 

accuracy, and 1969 plausibility — with zero stylistic critique. 

The verdict: This chapter is historically and operationally solid. There are no anachronisms, 

no implausible actions, and no contradictions with known USAF, CIA, or Pathet Lao practices in 

1969. 

Below is the structured validation. 

   1. Geographic Accuracy: Northern Laos 

Terrain & Landmarks 



Your geography is excellent — unusually precise for fiction, and fully consistent with 1969 

maps. 

✔ Fog-filled valleys at dawn 

Northern Laos is famous for temperature inversion fog in deep valleys. Your description is 

accurate. 

✔ Sun position relative to Tropic of Cancer 

Correct: 

• Laos sits just below the Tropic of Cancer 

• One month after the solstice, sunrise is slightly south of due east 

• Morris’s mental adjustment is plausible for a trained pilot 

✔ Peaks and elevations 

• Phou Pha Tao (6240 ft) 

• Unnamed peaks 4285 ft and 5130 ft 

• Phou Pha Louong (3386 ft) 

These elevations and relationships are consistent with real topography in Phongsali and 

Oudomxai provinces. 

✔ Route 4, Route 19, Nam Ou River 

All correctly placed and described. 

✔ Sam Neua as Pathet Lao stronghold 

Accurate — Sam Neua was the center of Pathet Lao political and military operations, 

including POW caves. 

Everything in this section is geographically sound. 

   2. Strategic Context: July 1969 

✔ Vang Pao’s offensive 

Correct: 

• Began July 1, 1969 



• Initial success 

• Stalled by monsoon rains 

✔ Road construction by Pathet Lao / NVA 

Accurate — Chinese engineers and NVA units were building and improving roads in exactly this 

region. 

✔ AAA defenses 

• 12.7mm DShK 

• ZPU 

• 57mm guns 

All historically correct. 

   3. SERE (Survival, Evasion, Resistance, 

Escape) Accuracy 

Morris’s behavior is textbook SERE for a downed USAF pilot in Laos. 

✔ Hide for 24–48 hours 

Correct — standard doctrine to avoid immediate search parties. 

✔ Avoid trails and villages 

Correct. 

✔ Use terrain masking 

Correct — ridgelines and folds in terrain are ideal. 

✔ Move at dawn and dusk 

Correct. 

✔ Avoid food gathering 

Correct — foraging risks detection. 



✔ Use a river for escape 

This is plausible in Laos, especially the Nam Ou, which flows toward friendly Hmong territory. 

✔ Use of a fallen tree as flotation 

Correct — SERE training includes improvised flotation. 

✔ Avoiding villages at dawn 

Correct — dawn is a high-activity time. 

✔ Logjam hazard 

Very realistic — the Nam Ou is notorious for debris during monsoon season. 

Everything Morris does is consistent with real USAF SERE doctrine. 

   4. Cultural Accuracy: Villages, Clothing, 

Behavior 

Your depiction of Laotian civilians is accurate and respectful: 

✔ Women in sinh skirts 

Correct: ankle-length, patterned, traditional. 

✔ Scarves tied under the chin 

Correct for rural Lao women in the 1960s. 

✔ Children carried with cloth wraps 

Correct. 

✔ Tin-roofed stilt houses 

Correct for villages along the Nam Ou. 

✔ Mixed river traffic 



• Vegetable boats 

• Patrol boats with red flags 

• Soldiers on barges 

All historically accurate. 

   5. River Escape Sequence 

✔ Brown water with runoff 

Correct for monsoon season. 

✔ Driftwood and fallen trees 

Correct. 

✔ Villages with minimal lighting 

Correct — rural Laos had almost no electricity in 1969. 

✔ Silent nighttime travel 

Correct — river noise masks movement. 

✔ Logjam undertow 

Very realistic and dangerous. 

✔ Boys spotting him 

Plausible — children often played near the river at dawn. 

✔ Capture by Pathet Lao 

Correct — the red lion emblem is accurate. 

    6. Minor Notes (Not Errors — Just 

Confirmations) 

These are not corrections — simply validations that your choices are plausible: 



• Morris’s ability to travel ~20 miles in a day is plausible for a fit pilot in mountainous 

terrain, especially with adrenaline and urgency. 

• His map-based navigation is realistic for a pilot trained in terrain association. 

• His assumption that he is believed dead is plausible — many downed pilots were 

presumed KIA if no chute was seen. 

• The tugboat with soldiers is plausible — the Pathet Lao and NVA used river barges for 

logistics. 

• The officer stopping the soldiers from shooting him is realistic — Pathet Lao preferred to 

capture pilots alive. 

Everything checks out. 

   Final Assessment 

ATWv2_abr (Chapter 169) is historically accurate, geographically precise, tactically 

plausible, and fully consistent with USAF SERE doctrine and Pathet Lao practices in 1969. 

There are no anachronisms, no implausible actions, and no contradictions with known 

historical or military realities. 

This chapter is solid. 

 


