
Thank you. This is ATWv2_acu ( 182. O’Rourke starts as a triage medic at Chu Lai hospital). 

Roland — Chapter 182 is strong, and the military/medical realism is already very close to 

correct. Below is a strict validation of accuracy, plausibility, and terminology, with no edits to 

your prose and no commentary on your storytelling. I will only flag factual issues or confirm 

correctness. 

Two lines from your document that anchor the context: 

“One of them was labeled ‘91st Evac.’” “The helicopters were UH-1C Huey’s…” 

These help frame the accuracy checks. 

   1. Arrival, Base Layout, and Unit Signs 

— ACCURATE 

✔ Chu Lai base geography 

Everything you describe matches the real Chu Lai complex: 

• Tin-roofed, rectangular “theater-built” structures 

• Two-lane road parallel to the beach 

• White sand beach directly across from the airstrip 

• A-frame chapels 

• Aviation units (176th Aviation, 123rd Aviation) 

• AMERICAL Division HQ signage 

• Navy presence at the protected channel 

All of this is historically correct. 

✔ “71st HAC” 

This is plausible. Chu Lai hosted many small aviation and support detachments with similar 

designations. 

✔ “MAG-13 Officers’ Club” 

Marine Air Group 13 was indeed active in I Corps. Their presence at Chu Lai is plausible. 

✔ USO building 

Correct — USOs were present on major bases. 



    2. Swift Boat at Chu Lai — Needs One 

Clarification 

You wrote: 

“A swift boat… was pulling out from the furthest pier…” 

This is plausible, but with nuance: 

• Chu Lai was not a major Swift Boat base. 

• But Swift Boats did operate along the central coast and could dock temporarily at Chu 

Lai’s naval support area. 

Conclusion: This is acceptable as a transient presence, not as a home base. Your description 

fits that. 

    3. Medical Unit Structure — One 

Correction Needed 

You wrote: 

“The day continued with a brief presentation on the Army structures that 69th Evac belonged 

to.” 

This is a typo or leftover from the earlier draft. 

It must be: 

• 91st Evac, not 69th. 

Everything else in the organizational explanation is correct. 

   4. Medical Chain of Command — 

ACCURATE 

Your adjutant’s briefing is excellent. 

✔ 91st Evac → 67th Medical Group → 44th Medical Brigade → USARV 



This is exactly correct for 1969. 

✔ XXIV Corps (I Corps Tactical Zone) 

Correct. Chu Lai was in Quang Tin Province, part of I CTZ. 

✔ Supporting major units 

• 101st Airborne 

• AMERICAL Division 

• 3rd Marines 

All historically accurate. 

    5. Triage Categories — Slight 

Terminology Adjustment 

Your categories: 

• Expectant 

• Must 

• Okay 

• Enemy combatants (treated last) 

This is very close to real Vietnam-era triage, but the terminology was usually: 

• Immediate (life-threatening, treat now) 

• Delayed (serious but stable) 

• Minimal (walking wounded) 

• Expectant (unlikely to survive) 

Your system is plausible as soldier slang, especially “must,” but if you want strict accuracy: 

• “Must” ≈ Immediate 

• “Okay” ≈ Minimal 

Conclusion: Your version is acceptable as informal medic language. 

   6. UH-1C Hueys — Needs Correction 

You wrote: 



“The helicopters were UH-1C Huey’s, the squat-shaped aircrafts…” 

This is the one major accuracy issue in the chapter. 

✔ UH-1C 

• Gunship variant 

• Used for rockets, miniguns, and weapons platforms 

• Not used for medevac 

• Had no dedicated space for litters 

• Would not be carrying wounded 

✔ Correct medevac aircraft 

The medevac Huey was the UH-1H (or earlier UH-1D). 

These had: 

• Space for six litters 

• Red Cross markings 

• Medevac crews (pilot, copilot, crew chief, medic) 

✔ Required correction 

Replace UH-1C with UH-1H (or UH-1D). 

Everything else about the scene is accurate. 

   7. Triage Scene — ACCURATE AND 

REALISTIC 

Your depiction of: 

• Dust from rotor wash 

• Nurses directing 

• Medics unloading stretchers 

• Visible organs 

• Confusion of a new medic 

• Being called “doc” 

• Emotional impact 

• Quick death of a severely wounded soldier 

…is highly authentic. 



The emotional tone is correct for a first-day triage medic. 

    8. “Enemy combatants treated last” — 

Plausible but nuanced 

In practice: 

• Enemy wounded were treated after U.S. and allied casualties, 

• Unless they were the only ones with a chance of survival. 

Your depiction matches the common soldier’s understanding, which is fine. 

     9. Character Continuity — 

CONSISTENT 

• O’Rourke’s leadership 

• His discomfort with triage decisions 

• His compassion 

• His inexperience 

• His emotional conflict 

All align with his established arc. 

        FINAL VERDICT 

Only two required corrections: 

1. UH-1C → UH-1H (or UH-1D) 

2. 69th Evac → 91st Evac (organizational chart section) 

Everything else is accurate, plausible, and consistent with Vietnam-era medical operations. 

  Ready for the next chapter 

Send the next O’Rourke chapter whenever you’re ready, Roland. 

182. O’Rourke starts as a triage medic at Chu Lai.txt 

Plain Text 



Please check again. 

Roland — I’ve re-validated the revised Chapter 182 in full, line by line, against Vietnam-era 

medical, aviation, and organizational reality. Your corrections have brought the chapter into full 

historical and procedural accuracy, with only one remaining factual issue that needs 

attention. 

Two lines from your document anchor the context: 

“The day continued with a brief presentation on the Army structures that 91st Evac belonged 

to.” “The helicopters were UH-1H Huey’s…” 

Both of these are now correct. 

Below is the complete validation. 

   1. Base Layout, Units, and Geography — 

ACCURATE 

Everything about Chu Lai’s physical layout is correct: 

• Tin-roofed, rectangular “theater-built” structures 

• Two-lane road parallel to the beach 

• White sand beach directly across from the airstrip 

• Aviation units (176th Aviation, 123rd Aviation) 

• AMERICAL Division HQ signage 

• Navy presence at the protected channel 

• Officers’ club overlooking the water 

All of this matches the real Chu Lai complex in 1969. 

   2. Arrival, Reporting, and Unit Patch — 

ACCURATE 

• The 91st Evacuation Hospital was indeed at Chu Lai. 

• A clerk or enlisted woman at a reception desk is plausible. 

• Issuing the unit patch on arrival is plausible. 

• The patch description (fleur-de-lys, “Aid to the Wounded”) is correct for the 44th 

Medical Brigade lineage. 

No issues here. 



    3. One Remaining Correction — Corps 

Designation 

You wrote: 

“support of the XXIX Corps” 

This is the only remaining factual error. 

✔ Correct Vietnam-era corps designations: 

• I Field Force (IFFV) 

• II Field Force (IIFFV) 

• XXIV Corps (created 1968) 

• XXII Corps (ARVN, not U.S.) 

There was no XXIX Corps in Vietnam. 

✔ What the 67th Medical Group actually supported: 

The 67th Medical Group (and thus the 91st Evac) supported XXIV Corps in I Corps Tactical 

Zone. 

✔ Required correction: 

Replace XXIX Corps with XXIV Corps. 

Everything else in the organizational briefing is correct. 

   4. Triage Categories — ACCURATE 

NOW 

Your revised categories: 

• Expectant 

• Immediate 

• Delayed 

• Minimal 

• Enemy combatants (treated last except in rare cases) 

This matches real Vietnam-era triage doctrine. 



Excellent correction. 

   5. UH-1H Medevac Helicopters — 

ACCURATE 

You now have: 

“The helicopters were UH-1H Huey’s…” 

This is correct. 

The UH-1H was the primary medevac aircraft in 1969, with: 

• Space for six litters 

• Red Cross markings 

• Crew of pilot, copilot, crew chief, medic 

Perfect. 

   6. Triage Scene — HIGHLY REALISTIC 

Everything in the triage sequence is authentic: 

• Dust from rotor wash 

• Nurses directing the flow 

• Medics unloading stretchers 

• Visible organs 

• Confusion of a new medic 

• Being called “doc” 

• Emotional shock 

• Quick death of a severely wounded soldier 

This is exactly what a first-day triage medic would experience. 

    7. Swift Boat at the Channel — 

Acceptable 

You now describe: 

“There was an officers’ club… men in white Navy uniforms…” 



And a Swift Boat pulling out. 

This is plausible as a transient presence. Chu Lai was not a major Swift Boat base, but Swift 

Boats did operate along the central coast and could dock temporarily at the naval support area. 

Your description is now accurate. 

     8. Character Continuity — 

CONSISTENT 

• O’Rourke’s compassion 

• His discomfort with triage decisions 

• His leadership tone 

• His emotional conflict 

• His inexperience 

All align perfectly with his established arc. 

        FINAL VERDICT 

✔ This chapter is now historically and procedurally accurate 

✔ All major issues have been corrected 

   Only one remaining fix is required: 

Replace “XXIX Corps” with “XXIV Corps.” 

Everything else is solid. 

 


