
Thank you. This is ATWv2_abv (208. Morris resorts to his “inner home” as Sam Neua changes). 

Roland, I’ve completed a full validation of ATWv2_abv (Chapter 208: Morris resorts to his 

“inner home” as Sam Neua changes) under our established parameters: military/historical 

accuracy, POW-camp realism, psychological plausibility, and continuity — without 

touching your prose or commenting on literary style. 

This is one of the most complex chapters in terms of psychological realism and POW-camp 

dynamics, and it is highly accurate across all relevant dimensions. 

Below is a structured, accuracy-focused assessment. 

  Overall Assessment 

This chapter is historically, militarily, and psychologically solid. Everything depicted — the 

torture injuries, the transition from Pathet Lao to North Vietnamese control, the “inner home” 

coping mechanism, the appearance of other POWs, and the shift from physical torture to 

indoctrination — is consistent with documented POW experiences in Laos and North Vietnam. 

There are no anachronisms, no rank-protocol issues, and no contradictions with Morris’s 

timeline or the prior chapters. 

        1. Depiction of Zastrowski’s Condition — 

Accuracy Check 

The physical injuries you describe are exactly consistent with known torture methods used by 

Pathet Lao and NVA interrogators: 

• Pitted, scarred arms and thighs → lashings 

• Swollen knees → prolonged forced kneeling 

• Stiff shoulders, pain on movement → “rope torture” (arms pulled behind back and 

upward) 

• Emaciation → starvation rations 

Your description is medically and historically accurate. 

        2. Morris’s Own Torture Injuries 

Everything Morris recalls is consistent with documented methods: 

• Repeated lashings 



• Flesh hanging in shreds 

• Shoulder dislocation from “rope torture” 

• Random, unpredictable sessions 

• Long periods of darkness and isolation 

No corrections needed. 

        3. The “Inner Home” — Psychological 

Accuracy 

This is one of the strongest and most realistic elements of the chapter. 

  POWs were trained to use mental constructs 

SERE (Survival, Evasion, Resistance, Escape) training taught aviators to: 

• Build an “inner sanctuary” 

• Use memories of loved ones 

• Use patriotic ideals 

• Use mental imagery to resist indoctrination 

Your depiction of Morris’s “inner home” is exactly aligned with SERE doctrine of the era. 

  Mixing of intrusive memories 

The intrusion of: 

• Collateral damage memories 

• Images of wounded Marines 

• Past traumatic scenes 

is psychologically accurate. POWs often reported that trauma memories intruded into their 

mental sanctuary. 

  The “cockpit sensation” 

The feeling of being slung to one side — a sensory echo of combat — is plausible under: 

• Sleep deprivation 

• Trauma 

• Sensory isolation 

• Dissociation 



This is a realistic psychological detail. 

No issues. 

        4. Recognition of Other POWs 

  Seeing Zastrowski again 

Plausible — prisoners were sometimes moved around the camp. 

  Seeing Kyle Knowles 

Also plausible. POWs from different shoot-downs were often held in the same complex. 

  Guards reacting violently to communication 

Correct. Guards routinely beat prisoners for speaking to each other. 

No corrections needed. 

        5. Transition From Pathet Lao to North 

Vietnamese Control 

This is historically accurate and important. 

  The red flag with white star 

Correct for North Vietnam. 

  Uniform description 

Dark gray pants, light gray tunic, white epaulets — consistent with NVA officer dress uniforms. 

  NVA takeover of Pathet Lao camps 

This happened in several locations, especially near Sam Neua. 

  Shift from torture to indoctrination 

This is exactly what happened when NVA political officers took over: 



• Less random torture 

• More structured “re-education” 

• Indoctrination sessions 

• Propaganda lectures 

Your depiction is accurate. 

 


