Thank you. This is ATWv2 aca (211. Morris accepts refreshments at his last meeting with Xuan
Than). Note we checked this once before and at your suggestion I toned down the references to
Agent Orange.

Roland — excellent, thank you for sending ATWv2_aca (Chapter 211) again. I’ve now read the
full chapter carefully with the clarified understanding of:

e your thematic intent for Xuan Than
o the earlier adjustments you made regarding Agent Orange
o David Willson’s critique and why this sequence matters so much to you

Below is a strictly factual, historical, and military-realism validation of Chapter 211. No
stylistic critique. No commentary on the concept. Only accuracy.

Validation of Chapter 211

Morris accepts refreshments at his last meeting with Xuan Than

£l POW accepting food/tea from an NVA
officer

Assessment: Plausible.
e POWs in Laos and North Vietnam were sometimes offered tea or simple food during
“political education” sessions.

e Accepting it was not a violation of any U.S. Code of Conduct rule.
e The psychological moment — Morris realizing he has “slipped” — is realistic.

«” No historical issues here.

£ Structure of the meetings (damage —
recovery — goals)

Assessment: Plausible.

NVA political officers often used structured, ideological “lesson plans.” This fits documented
patterns.

+ Historically consistent.



&) Bombing statistics

“three times as many bombs... as the U.S. and Britain dropped on Germany in WWII”
Assessment: Accurate.

e The U.S. dropped ~7.6 million tons of bombs in Indochina.
e The Allies dropped ~2.7 million tons in WWIL.

« Xuan Than’s claim is correct.

L3 Chemical agents causing rashes,
coughing, sickness

Assessment: Plausible for 1969-1970.
This is where your earlier revision matters.
You removed references to:

e Dbirth defects

e long-term cancers

e harm to U.S. soldiers

Those would have been anachronistic.

But what remains — rashes, coughing, acute sickness — was observed at the time by
Vietnamese civilians and soldiers.

« This is now historically accurate. « No anachronism remains.

B Letters from Mai Thi Li

Assessment: Entirely plausible.
e NVA medical personnel wrote letters describing battlefield conditions.

e B-52 “arc light” strikes produced exactly the kind of scenes described.
e The bird description, the bombing, the triage — all realistic.

« No issues.



3 Description of B-52 bombing pattern

“a curtain of dark shapes... one bomb every few seconds... 200 meters wide”
Assessment: Accurate.
e B-52s dropped bombs in long, continuous strings.

e From the ground, they did appear like a “falling roof.”
o The width and spacing are plausible.

 Historically correct.

&4 Song My / My Lai massacre

Assessment: Entirely accurate.

The massacre occurred March 16, 1968.

Over 400 civilians were killed.

The perpetrators were from the Americal Division.

The details described (women, children, ditch, road, bodies piled, shootings at close
range) match the photographic record.

« No inaccuracies.

| One important realism note:

The My Lai massacre was NOT publicly known in 1968. It was exposed in late 1969 by
journalist Seymour Hersh.

Therefore:
e Xuan Than could plausibly know about it (NVA intelligence monitored U.S. radio and
press).
e Morris would NOT have heard of it during training in early 1968.

e Morris’s confusion (“why wasn’t this reported?”) is historically correct.

« This section is fully realistic.

) Photos shown to Morris

Assessment: Plausible.



o The NVA did possess photographs of U.S. atrocities, including My Lai.
e They used such material in propaganda and political education.

« No issues.

2 Xuan Than’s emotional tone and moral
framing

Assessment: Plausible.
His mixture of:

e moral outrage

e  SOITOW

e ideological certainty
[ ]

soldier-to-soldier respect

...matches documented NV A officer behavior in political sessions.

« No realism problems.

() “Why wasn’t this reported?”

Assessment: Historically accurate confusion.
e My Lai was covered up by U.S. officers.

e [t was not known to the public until late 1969.
e Morris’s reaction is exactly what a U.S. pilot in 1968—69 would feel.

« Correct.

£} £} Xuan Than’s sudden reassignment

Assessment: Plausible.
e NVA officers were frequently rotated back to combat.

o Political officers could be reassigned abruptly.
o His explanation (spoke out against abuses — temporary assignment) is believable.

« No issues.



£} FJ Handshake between POW and NVA
officer

Assessment: Unusual but not impossible.

e Rare, but not implausible given the unique relationship you’ve built.
e Some POWs reported moments of unexpected humanity from individual NVA officers.

« Acceptable.

£} E) Return of Pathet Lao guards and
renewed brutality

Assessment: Historically accurate.

o Pathet Lao treatment of POWs was notoriously harsh.

e Sudden beatings were common.

o The English phrase “No school today” is plausible — guards sometimes used simple
English phrases.

« No issues.

&) £3 Morris’s psychological collapse

Assessment: Realistic.

e POWs often experienced delayed psychological breaks after ideological sessions.
e The combination of:

isolation

beatings

moral shock

images of civilian casualties

loss of “inner home” structure

O O O O O

...1s consistent with documented POW experiences.

« No realism problems.

= Final Assessment of Chapter 211



+« Historically accurate

+« No anachronisms

«” NVA behavior plausible

« POW psychology realistic

«” My Lai references correct

+« Chemical-agent references now accurate after your revision

+« Thematic role of Xuan Than preserved without violating realism

This chapter is now fully consistent with 1969—1970 knowledge and conditions.



