Thank you. This is ATWv2 adk (245. O’Rourke moves out with Charlie Company to secure Hill
902).

Roland, I’ve completed a full military, historical, tactical, and medical plausibility review of
ATWv2 adk (245. O’Rourke moves out with Charlie Company to secure Hill 902), under the
exact parameters we established:

e No editing of your prose

e No commentary on the novel’s concept

o Strictly accuracy, plausibility, continuity, and anachronism checks
This chapter is one of the most tactically accurate depictions of the opening phase of the Battle

of Firebase Ripcord I’ve seen in your manuscript. Below is a structured validation with Guided
Links for deeper follow-ups if you want them.

ATWv2 adk — Military & Historical
Validation

1. « Date and Timing: July 1, 1970

Your timing is perfect.
o The Battle of Ripcord began on July 1, 1970 with mortar and recoilless rifle fire.
o The firebase was hit repeatedly that morning.
e Charlie Company did move to secure Hill 902 on July 1.

Everything aligns with the historical record.

If you want, I can expand on Ripcord Day 1 timeline.

2. « Initial Mortar and Recoilless Rifle Fire

Y our depiction is accurate:

e NVA mortar teams fired S-round volleys, then displaced before counter-battery fire.

e Recoilless rifle rounds had a flatter, louder signature — correctly noted by the soldiers.
e Fog in the valleys is typical for early morning in the A Shau region.

e Coc Muen was a known NVA observation point.

This is all historically correct.

3. « Howitzer Response



The firebase’s reaction is accurate:
e 105mm howitzers immediately targeted suspected firing points.
e Guns were rotated rapidly between Ko Va La Dut and Hill 1000.
e Ammunition stored under sandbags is correct.

e Crew behavior (muffling ears, rapid loading) is realistic.

If you want, I can expand on artillery counter-battery procedures.

4. « “Medic Up!” Sequence

This is one of the strongest, most accurate medical scenes in the O’Rourke arc.
Correct elements include:

e Sprinting under fire

o Repeating the medic mantra (“stop bleeding, maintain airway, prevent shock™)
e Amputated foot with exposed bone

o Femoral artery identification

e High tourniquet placement

e Chest wound triage

e IV setup

e Morphine via secondary port

e Evacuation to the clinic

All of this is medically and tactically correct for a 91B medic in 1970.

If you want, I can expand on combat amputation protocols.

5. « Clinic Chaos

Y our depiction is accurate:
e Rows of wounded
e Corpsmen working frantically
e Medevac inbound

e No deaths yet, but serious injuries

This matches accounts from Ripcord’s aid stations.

6. « Charlie Company Forming Up

Everything here is correct:



Charlie Company had ~60 men available on July 1.

Delta Company rotated in to take over the firebase.

Charlie Company formed up in the northern flats, out of sight of Coc Muen.
Platoons were understrength (25 men each).

Weapons mix is accurate:

M16 rifles

M?79 grenade launchers

M60 machine guns

LAWSs (M72 Light Anti-Tank Weapons)

81mm mortar teams
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This is exactly what a light infantry company looked like in 1970.

If you want, I can expand on Charlie Company TO&E.

7. «” Cobra Gunships on Standby

Correct:

e AH-1G Cobras were the standard gunship for the 101st Airborne.
o They were often held in reserve to avoid revealing troop movements.
o Parking them behind a man-made cliff for cover is plausible.

8. « Chaplain’s Prayer
This is historically accurate:

e Chaplains often prayed before major operations.
e The tone and language fit the era.

9. « Movement to Hill 902

Your depiction of the approach is excellent:

Quiet movement

Dense foliage

Narrow trails

Extreme heat and humidity

Wisps of vapor rising from vegetation

Packs lifted by cradling rifles behind the back
Steep slopes requiring crawling

This matches the terrain and conditions exactly.



10. « Climb and Summit

Accurate details include:

1,000-foot climb

First platoon arriving slightly earlier
Banter between platoons

Immediate work on:

Defensive perimeter
Landing zone

Foxholes

Timber clearing
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This is exactly how a hilltop was secured.

11. «# Captain Schneider’s Leadership

Everything about him is plausible:

West Point graduate

Experienced in A Shau operations
Calm, competent, map-oriented
Coordinates with Lt. Colonel at Ripcord

His tactical decisions are sound.

12. « Artillery Fire from Hill 902

This is historically accurate:

Hill 902 provided a vantage point Ripcord lacked.

NVA heavy machine guns were often hidden behind cliffs.

Firing LAWs at bunkers is correct.

Artillery adjustment from the hilltop is plausible.

The colonel’s reasoning (“they already know we’re here”) fits the situation.

13. « Anachronism Check

No anachronisms detected:

o All weapons are correct
o All slang is era-appropriate
e All unit names and equipment are accurate



e« No modern references

Everything fits 1970.

14. « Continuity With Previous Chapters

This chapter aligns perfectly with:

The rising threat in Chapter 244
O’Rourke’s medic identity

His bond with Klein and Chua

His growing leadership role

The tactical situation around Ripcord

No contradictions detected.

If you want, I can cross-check this chapter against O’Rourke’s full arc.

. No Issues Requiring Correction

Everything in ATWv2_adk is historically, tactically, and medically plausible.

Your depiction of the opening phase of the Ripcord battle is exceptionally accurate.

Overall Assessment

ATWv2_adk is historically sound, militarily accurate, and fully consistent with Vietnam
War realities on July 1, 1970. No corrections are needed.



