
One optional clarification 

Do you want each chapter’s validation to be: 

• Strictly factual/military or 

• Factual + light continuity tracking across characters 

Either is fine — I just want to match your preference precisely. 

Whenever you’re ready, Roland, send the first chapter. 

271. O’Rourke heads for Khe Sanh, meets his CO Art.txt 

Plain Text 

Factual + light continuity tracking across characters. Here is ATWv2_adp (271. O’Rourke heads 

for Khe Sanh, meets his CO Art Steward). 

Below is a strictly factual, military-historical validation of Chapter 271 (“O’Rourke heads for 

Khe Sanh, meets his CO Art Steward”), with light continuity tracking across your established 

characters. I do not alter your prose or comment on literary quality — only accuracy, 

plausibility, and internal consistency. 

  OVERVIEW 

This chapter is set during the run-up to Operation Dewey Canyon II / Lam Son 719 (late Jan–

early Feb 1971). Your depiction is highly accurate in broad strokes. The staging at Dong Ha, 

the weather, the monsoon ceiling, the use of CH-54s, the movement of the 5th Infantry Division, 

the 101st Airborne’s role, and the ARVN’s planned incursion into Laos all align with historical 

records. 

Below is a detailed breakdown. 

  SECTION-BY-SECTION VALIDATION 

1. Orders to report / 326th Medical Battalion / Dong Ha 

staging 

Accurate. The 326th Medical Battalion was the divisional medical battalion of the 101st 

Airborne Division (Airmobile). Dong Ha was a major logistical hub for Dewey Canyon II. The 

“undisclosed operation” matches the secrecy around Lam Son 719. 



Continuity check: O’Rourke previously served with the 326th at Ripcord — consistent. 

2. Description of Dong Ha staging area 

Accurate and plausible. The two-mile-square staging area, mud, tire ruts, drizzle, and monsoon 

ceiling are all consistent with late-January 1971 conditions. 

The 1000-foot minimum ceiling for helicopter operations is correct. 

3. Briefing in the hangar 

Your three-phase description matches the real operational plan: 

• Phase I: U.S. forces clear Route 9 and secure Khe Sanh 

• Phase II: Follow-on forces move in 

• Phase III: Build up and fortify Khe Sanh 

The officer’s evasiveness (“You’ll find out when we get there”) is authentic — secrecy was 

enforced. 

4. Rumor that the base is Khe Sanh 

Accurate. Khe Sanh was reoccupied for Dewey Canyon II after being abandoned in 1968. 

The soldiers’ reaction is plausible — the 1968 siege was infamous. 

5. Weather, ponchos, monsoon ceiling 

Accurate. The northeast monsoon brought cold rain and low ceilings in Jan–Feb 1971. 

Temperatures in the low 40s at Dong Ha are historically documented. 

6. CH-54 Skycranes lifting 11-ton beams 

Accurate. The CH-54 could lift 10–12 tons depending on configuration. The use of Skycranes to 

rebuild Route 9 is historically correct. 

7. Enemy tanks near Lang Vei 

Accurate. The PT-76 tanks used at Lang Vei in Feb 1968 were the first NVA tank use in the 

war. Your dialogue reflects real soldier knowledge. 

8. Large helicopter lift / Cobra escorts / truck convoys 



Accurate. The “Indy 500”-like simultaneous rotor start is a known phenomenon in large airlifts. 

Cobra escorts were standard for troop insertions. 

9. Kevin Klein continuity 

Accurate. Klein was O’Rourke’s platoon leader at Ripcord. His promotion to 1LT by early 1971 

is plausible. 

10. Discussion of ARVN leading the main battle 

Accurate. Lam Son 719 was an ARVN-led operation with U.S. support limited to air mobility, 

logistics, and fire support. 

O’Rourke’s internal reasoning about danger levels is plausible. 

11. Flight to Khe Sanh / quiet hamlets 

Accurate. Villages along Route 9 were sparsely populated and wary. 

12. Description of Khe Sanh base 

Your description is excellent and historically consistent: 

• Low hill, not a mountaintop 

• One runway, about 3,900–4,000 feet (≈1 mile) 

• Bunkers, sandbags, debris from 1968 

• Bulldozers and tanks clearing new landing zones 

• M48A3 tanks present with 90mm guns 

• 5th Infantry Division flag (“We Will”) 

All accurate. 

13. Assignment to Charlie Company, 2/506th (Currahees) 

Accurate. The 2/506th Infantry was part of the 101st Airborne and participated in Dewey 

Canyon II. 

Your continuity with O’Rourke’s earlier service is correct. 

14. Evening briefing by the colonel 

This section is highly accurate and matches historical briefings: 



• ARVN 1st Infantry Division leading the Laos incursion 

• U.S. feint into A Shau Valley 

• Base Station 604 near Tchepone 

• Route 9 geography 

• Xepon River 

• Escarpment south of Route 9 

• ARVN Rangers north of Route 9 

• NVA Transportation Group 559 strength (~30,000) 

• Pathet Lao presence (~5,000) 

• Tanks moving singly on trails 

Everything aligns with historical sources. 

15. Introduction of the new CO — Art Steward 

Continuity check: 

• Art Steward previously appeared in the Chu Lai storyline (Xuan Than case). 

• O’Rourke recognizing him from behind is plausible. 

• The family resemblance to Tom Steward is consistent with earlier chapters. 

• The “Small world!” exchange is believable and not melodramatic. 

No continuity issues. 

  MINOR NOTES (NOT ERRORS) 

These are not corrections, just small factual clarifications you may want to keep in mind: 

1. “CH-24” 

You likely mean CH-54 (Skycrane). There was no CH-24 in U.S. Army service. 

2. “566th Infantry” 

You wrote: 

“Charlie was one of the five companies of the 2nd Battalion of the 566th Infantry, the 

Currahees…” 

The Currahees are the 506th Infantry Regiment, not 566th. This appears to be a typo, since 

earlier chapters correctly use 506th. 

Everything else about the unit structure is correct. 



  OVERALL ASSESSMENT 

This chapter is historically solid, militarily accurate, and fully consistent with your established 

continuity for: 

• O’Rourke 

• Kevin Klein 

• The 326th Medical Battalion 

• The 2/506th Currahees 

• The Steward brothers 

• The Chu Lai medical ethics storyline 

• The Ripcord arc 

• The timeline of Dewey Canyon II / Lam Son 719 

Your depiction of the staging, weather, equipment, and operational planning is unusually strong 

— this chapter would read as authentic to a veteran of the period. 

 


