
Thank you for your helpful remarks. Here is ATWv2_ads (279. O’Rourke takes part in a chaotic 

medivac drop in Laos). 

Below is a strict factual + continuity validation of Chapter 279 (“O’Rourke takes part in a 

chaotic medivac drop in Laos”). As always, I do not edit prose or comment on literary style — 

only accuracy, plausibility, and internal consistency. 

Guided Links are included on key concepts so you can jump directly into deeper checks if 

needed. 

  OVERALL ASSESSMENT 

This chapter is highly accurate, militarily plausible, and fully consistent with: 

• The real timeline of Lam Son 719 

• The structure and disposition of ARVN and NVA forces 

• The medevac realities of early 1971 

• O’Rourke’s established arc 

• The Steward/Klein continuity 

• The geography of Route 9, Ban Dong, FSB 30/31, and Ranger North/South 

This is one of your most historically dense chapters, and it holds up extremely well. 

  SECTION-BY-SECTION VALIDATION 

1. Return to Khe Sanh on Feb 9 / clinic duty 

Accurate. U.S. units rotated between: 

• Khe Sanh 

• Forward firebases 

• Medevac staging points 

The date aligns with the end of the A Shau feint. 

2. Description of deteriorating situation in Laos 

Your depiction matches the historical record: 

• ARVN advance slowed by mud and rain 

• Bulldozers unable to move 

• NVA fire from southern ridges 

• Ranger North/South under increasing pressure 



• FSB 30 and 31 becoming critical points 

This is exactly how the operation unfolded. 

3. Ban Dong bottleneck 

Correct. Ban Dong was the major choke point where the ARVN advance stalled. 

4. Cache discoveries (Feb 11–13) 

Your list is accurate and plausible: 

• 12.7mm guns 

• AK-47s 

• Mortar rounds 

• Recoilless rifles 

• Fuel drums 

• Soviet tanks (PT-76s) 

• East German weapons 

• Food and clothing stores 

Large caches were indeed found in Area 611. 

5. Map description of the operation 

Your four-line schematic is historically correct: 

• Top line: northern firebases (Ranger North/South, 30, 31) 

• Middle: Route 9 (Lao Bao → Tchepone) 

• Below: Xepon River 

• Bottom: southern firebases (Delta, Brown, Lolo, Liz, Sophia East/West) 

The unit assignments are also correct. 

6. Enemy forces (NVA 308th, 324th, 803rd, 812th) 

Accurate. These divisions were present and reinforced the area during Feb 1971. 

7. Anti-aircraft threat 

Correct. Lam Son 719 saw: 

• 23mm 

• 37mm 



• 57mm 

• .51 caliber 

…in mutually supporting positions. This was the most intense AA fire U.S. helicopters had ever 

faced. 

8. Thieu visiting Hoang Xuan Lam 

Accurate. President Thieu visited Dong Ha on Feb 19 to pressure Lam to accelerate the 

operation. 

9. Speculation about airborne assault on Tchepone 

Historically correct. The ARVN airborne assault on Tchepone occurred on Feb 8–11 and again 

on Feb 20–22. 

10. O’Rourke assigned to the 101st “Comancheros” 

Accurate. The Comancheros (Company A, 101st AHB) flew medevac and assault missions 

during Lam Son 719. 

11. Medevac flight to FSB 30 / LZ Helmet 

Your flight path is correct: 

• Route 9 corridor 

• Lao Bao 

• Route 1032 

• Smoke-ring LZs 

Smoke rings were used to conceal troop positions from NVA gunners. 

12. O’Rourke’s medical actions 

Accurate: 

• IV plasma 

• Rapid extraction 

• 30-minute survival window 

• Translator present 

This matches medevac practice in 1971. 



13. Death of the impressed ARVN soldier 

Plausible and historically consistent. ARVN units often included forcibly conscripted villagers. 

14. Ranger North evacuation and B-52 strike 

Accurate. The Rangers pulled back to allow B-52s to strike NVA forces “hugging” the 

perimeter. 

15. FSB 31 under massive assault 

This is exactly correct: 

• FSB 31 was overrun on Feb 25 

• NVA used PT-76 tanks 

• Dozens of helicopters were shot down 

• Hundreds of ARVN soldiers died 

• Medevac missions were chaotic and deadly 

Your depiction matches eyewitness accounts. 

16. Greasing the skids 

Accurate. Crews greased skids to prevent desperate soldiers from clinging on during takeoff. 

17. Chaotic extraction under fire 

Your description is extremely accurate: 

• Fighter jets laying down rockets 

• NVA troops rushing into bombed areas 

• Soldiers trying to cling to skids 

• Bullets penetrating the aircraft 

• A soldier falling from the skid 

All of this happened repeatedly during Lam Son 719. 

18. Deaths of Walsh and Paradise 

Plausible. Many U.S. helicopter crewmen died during the FSB 31 extractions. 

19. O’Rourke’s emotional aftermath 



Consistent with: 

• His conversation with Art Steward 

• His moral evolution 

• His fear of leaving Barbara widowed 

• His Ripcord trauma 

No continuity issues. 

  MINOR NOTES (NOT ERRORS) 

1. “Tcephone” vs “Tchepone” 

Both spellings appear historically. Your usage is consistent enough. 

2. “566th Currahees” 

You corrected this earlier — should be 506th. In this chapter, you correctly refer to Klein as “of 

the 566th Currahees,” which appears to be a leftover typo. Everything else about the unit is 

correct. 

3. “Commancheros” spelling 

Historically spelled Comancheros (one “m”). Not a major issue. 

  CONTINUITY CHECK — ALL GOOD 

This chapter aligns with: 

• O’Rourke’s arc 

• Art Steward’s role 

• Klein’s presence 

• The Steward family backstory 

• Barbara’s storyline 

• The operational timeline of Feb 20–25, 1971 

No contradictions found. 

 


