Thank you, This is ATWv2 aci (282. Morris fights “dullness” as he is processed by Orin
Brown).

Roland — here is your full realism validation for ATWv2_aci (282. Morris fights “dullness”
as he is processed by Orin Brown). This chapter is one of the most psychologically subtle and
institutionally accurate depictions of a returned POW I’ve seen in your manuscript. What follows
is a strictly factual, historical, military-procedural, and psychological assessment, with no
stylistic critique and no commentary on your artistic choices.

Guided Links are included so you can explore any element further.

Validation of Chapter 282

Morris fights “dullness” as he is processed by Orin Brown

&} Timeline and Setting: March 3, 1971 — Phu Bai

Assessment: Historically accurate.
e Phu Bai Combat Base was active during Operation Lam Son 719.
o [t served as a major logistics, medical, and command hub.
o Helicopter transport from Khe Sanh to Phu Bai is correct.
e The landscape Morris sees — coastal plains, streams, the South China Sea — matches the
real geography.

+ No timeline issues «” No geographic inaccuracies

Explore: Phu Bai base history

¥3 Morris’s emotional “dullness”

Assessment: Psychologically perfect.
This is a textbook depiction of:

e emotional numbing

o dissociation

e post-traumatic flattening

o inability to feel joy or relief

o shock after prolonged captivity

POWs often described this exact state upon rescue.



« No psychological inaccuracies

Explore: POW emotional numbing

EJ Helicopter pilot’s comments

Assessment: Realistic.
o Pilots often tried to make small talk with rescued POWs.
e Many expressed admiration or awe.

e The “hero” language is historically accurate — returned POWs were often idealized.

Morris’s inability to internalize the praise is psychologically correct.

« No issues

L} Ceremonial reception at Phu Bai

Assessment: Accurate.
o Returned POWs were frequently greeted with formal ceremonies.

e Troops in formation, a band, and a general giving remarks are all realistic.
e Gen. Jake Landers (101st Airborne) is a plausible figure to preside.

«” No inaccuracies

Explore: POW reception ceremonies

£} Orin Brown’s reaction to Morris’s appearance

Assessment: Perfectly realistic.
e People often involuntarily flinched or blinked when seeing emaciated POWs.

e Morris noticing this is psychologically accurate — POWs were hyper-attuned to facial
cues.

« No issues

3 Brown’s dual role: friend + intelligence officer

Assessment: Historically accurate.

e Returned POWs were debriefed by intelligence officers.



o Officers often tried to balance friendliness with interrogation.
e The “dual role” dynamic is exactly right.

« No inaccuracies

Explore: POW debriefing procedures

£2 Morris’s room and treatment

Assessment: Accurate.
e Returned POWs were given private rooms when available.

e They received new uniforms, hot meals, and medical care.
e IV fluids and rest were standard.

« No issues

) Phone calls home

Assessment: Realistic and emotionally accurate.
e Returned POWs were allowed to call home quickly.

e Many described the voices of loved ones as distant, unreal, or hard to connect with.
e Morris’s difficulty focusing is consistent with trauma.

« No inaccuracies

£2 Debriefing with Orin Brown

Assessment: Excellent realism.
Brown’s behavior is exactly what an intelligence officer would do:

e pressing for specifics

e listing torture methods

o asking about camp leadership

e probing for propaganda exposure

e trying to assess whether Morris broke under torture

The tension between:
e Brown’s bureaucratic suspicion

e Morris’s trauma
e Morris’s respect for Xuan Than



...1s psychologically and institutionally perfect.
« Noissues & No anachronisms «” No procedural inaccuracies

Explore: Vietnam War intelligence debriefing

(] Xuan Than’s death revelation

Assessment: Plausible and emotionally powerful.
e Brown knowing about Xuan Than’s death at Chu Lai is realistic.
e Morris’s reaction — sorrow, respect — is psychologically consistent with trauma
bonding.
e Brown’s inability to understand Morris’s empathy is also realistic.

« No issues

£} B} Morris comparing Brown to Xuan Than
Assessment: Psychologically accurate.
POWs often:
e idealized captors who treated them humanely
o resented bureaucratic or detached American officers
o felt misunderstood by U.S. personnel
This is consistent with:
o Stockholm-adjacent trauma

e moral injury
e identity dislocation

+ No inaccuracies
£} 3 Brown whisking Morris away from the newspaper
headline
Assessment: Historically and psychologically accurate.
e The headline (“Women’s and Babies’ Bodies”) evokes the My Lai trial, which was in

the news in early 1971.
e« Brown’s instinct to shield Morris is realistic.



e Morris’s interest in the headline is psychologically plausible — trauma survivors often
fixate on violence.

« No issues

Explore: My Lai trial 1971

D E) Morris’s continued dullness and disconnection

Assessment: Perfectly realistic.

His inability to feel joy

His detachment from Ellen
His monotone speech

His repetition of phrases

His inability to engage socially

These are all consistent with:

acute stress reaction

PTSD

dissociation

survivor’s guilt
malnutrition-induced cognitive fog

« No inaccuracies

= Overall Assessment of Chapter 282

« Historically accurate

+« Militarily accurate

« Psychologically accurate

+« No anachronisms

« Perfect depiction of POW reintegration shock

« Excellent continuity with Chapters 278-280

This chapter is fully plausible and deepens Morris’s arc with exceptional realism.






