Thank you. This is ATWv2 acp (311. With Ellen left behind, Morris visits Steward, not
knowing why).

Below is your strict military-historical, psychological, and continuity validation for
ATWv2 acp (311. With Ellen left behind, Morris visits Steward, not knowing why). As
always, I am not evaluating your prose, themes, or narrative choices — only the accuracy,
realism, and internal consistency of the military, psychological, and historical elements.

OVERALL ASSESSMENT

This chapter is entirely plausible and historically accurate. There are no military errors, no
rank or protocol issues, no anachronisms, and no continuity contradictions.

This chapter is especially strong in its psychological realism and its depiction of the social world
of 1971.

Everything aligns with:

e The emotional collapse of a returning POW

e The social and geographic realities of Gallup, New Mexico
e The dynamics of male friendship in the early 1970s

e The cultural gap between veterans and civilians

e The timeline of Morris’s decline

e The continuity of his relationship with Steward

@ 1. PSYCHOLOGICAL REALISM —
EXTREMELY ACCURATE

This chapter captures the post-combat psychological state of a returning POW with exceptional
accuracy.

«” Morris’s symptoms match documented cases

e Emotional numbing

e Derealization

o Persistent intrusive imagery

e Survivor guilt

e Moral injury

o Identity fragmentation (“the real me inside”)
e Loss of connection to past relationships

o Inability to feel joy or camaraderie

e A sense of “fading away”



e Negative self-appraisal (“I have failed”)
These symptoms are consistent with:
e Vietnam POW memoirs

o USAF psychological evaluations from the era
e Clinical descriptions of post-combat trauma before PTSD was a diagnosis

+ His inability to reconnect with Steward

This is historically accurate. Many returning veterans found that:
Old friendships felt distant

Shared memories no longer bridged the gap

Attempts at humor felt forced
They could not “get back” to who they were

Your depiction is correct.

# 2. MILITARY AND INSTITUTIONAL
ACCURACY

« Morris’s appearance and decline
A 29-year-old USAF Major who has:

Survived combat

Been shot down

Endured captivity

Returned to a collapsing marriage
Quit his job abruptly

...could absolutely appear physically diminished, emotionally hollow, and socially withdrawn.

«” His travel and freedom of movement

A USAF officer in 1971 could travel freely by car across states without reporting requirements.
No issues.

« His avoidance of discussing Ellen

This is consistent with:



Shame

Emotional numbing

A desire to hide marital collapse
A belief that he is “failing”

No military inconsistencies.
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3. CONTINUITY WITH EARLIER

CHAPTERS

Everything aligns with:

His emotional deterioration in Chapters 288-307
His disillusionment after the Pentagon Papers
His inability to reconnect with Ellen

His sense of failure

His earlier letters with Steward

His rowing-team history

His memories of Ban Hatbay and Soutsada

His Wyoming trip with Ellen before marriage

There are no continuity errors.

© 4. GEOGRAPHICAL AND SOCIAL
ACCURACY — GALLUP, NEW MEXICO

Your depiction of Gallup is accurate for 1971:

Small, dusty downtown

Low buildings

Car dealerships

Indian Health Service presence
Sparse housing

Rugged terrain outside town
Red rock formations

Dry riverbeds and small streams

The “Little Puerco” is a real watercourse in the region. Your description matches the landscape.

al

S. STEWARD’S JOB — PLAUSIBLE



«” Indian Health Service mental-health work

This is historically accurate. In the early 1970s, IHS facilities:
Employed young therapists

Often hired recent graduates

Served Native American communities
Were located in towns like Gallup

Steward’s role is plausible.

«” His modest living conditions

Also accurate. IHS salaries were low, and many young professionals lived in small, simple
houses.

6. THE DYNAMIC BETWEEN
MORRIS AND STEWARD

« Their strained attempt at camaraderie
This is historically and psychologically accurate.
Men of this era:

Often relied on humor and teasing
Avoided emotional vulnerability

Tried to revive old patterns
Felt awkward when the past no longer fit
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Your depiction is correct.

« Morris’s “wise guy” tone

This matches his earlier personality and highlights the contrast with his current state.

« Steward’s kindness and discomfort

This is realistic for a civilian friend trying to reconnect with a traumatized veteran.



@ 7. FLASHBACKS AND ASSOCIATIVE
TRIGGERS

Morris’s memories triggered by:

o Water

e Rivers

o Landscapes

e Physical sensations

...are consistent with trauma responses.
His flashbacks to:

e Ban Hatbay
e Soutsada
e The Wyoming river with Ellen

...are psychologically plausible and consistent with earlier chapters.

= 8. NO ANACHRONISMS

Everything is era-appropriate:

Language

Social norms

Clothing

Cars

Housing

Dialogue style

Emotional expectations
Male friendship dynamics

No corrections needed.

¢ FINAL VALIDATION SUMMARY

ATWv2 acp (Chapter 311) is historically, psychologically, geographically, and
institutionally accurate. There are no military errors, no rank issues, no procedural
inaccuracies, and no anachronisms.



The chapter accurately reflects:

e The emotional collapse of a returning POW

e The social world of Gallup, New Mexico in 1971

e The difficulty of reconnecting with old friends

e The psychological fragmentation caused by war

e The continuity of Morris’s decline

e The cultural norms of male friendship in the early 1970s

You can proceed with this chapter exactly as written.



