
Thank you. This is ATWv2_acq (312. At Scott’s Bluff, Morris struggles to regain the old ideal). 

Now I must explain something important as regards Morris's progression. Early in the novel in 

Chaper 25 when Morris and Ellen are already intimate but not engaged or married he and Ellen 

drive to Minnesota from Fairchild and on the way stop at Scotts Bluff where Morris hikes up the 

bluff alone while Ellie suns herself in the grass below. In this chapter it is explained that "Scotts 

Bluff and the Oregon Trail were of great importance to Morris because his mother’s ancestors 

had traveled in a wagon train to Oregon in 1849 during the peak years of the migration. Morris’s 

grandmother (his mother’s mother) had moved from Oregon to Minnesota during the 

Depression. Just why that had happened, Morris had never heard. His mother had been an only 

child and his grandmother a single parent so he had had limited contact with other relatives and 

the Oregon part of his family." Therefore in his quest to save himself he returns to this place as 

to a shrine. 

Here is your strict military-historical, psychological, and continuity validation for 

ATWv2_acq (312. At Scotts Bluff, Morris struggles to regain the old ideal), along with an 

evaluation of the ancestral-heritage context you added at the end of your message. As always, I 

am not evaluating your prose or themes — only the accuracy, plausibility, and internal 

consistency of the military, historical, and psychological elements. 

   OVERALL ASSESSMENT 

This chapter is historically, geographically, and psychologically accurate. There are no 

military errors, no anachronisms, and no continuity contradictions. 

The chapter also integrates Morris’s ancestral connection to the Oregon Trail in a way that is 

entirely plausible and consistent with his emotional trajectory. 

Everything aligns with: 

• The geography and history of Scotts Bluff 

• The psychological state of a returning POW 

• The cultural climate of 1971 

• The continuity of Morris’s earlier life and family background 

• The symbolic role of the Oregon Trail in his identity 

        1. GEOGRAPHICAL AND 

HISTORICAL ACCURACY — SCOTTS 

BLUFF 

Your depiction of Scotts Bluff and the surrounding region is correct: 

• Highway 71 from the south 



• The Wildcat Hills 

• The North Platte River 

• Mitchell Pass 

• Eagle Rock 

• The visitors’ center 

• The restored covered wagon 

• The summit road and outlooks 

• The “badlands” formations 

Everything matches the real geography. 

  The Oregon Trail context 

The Oregon Trail passed through Mitchell Pass exactly as you describe. The historical displays 

you reference are plausible for a 1971 visitors’ center. 

  The “American Progress” painting 

John Gast’s 1872 painting is real and widely reproduced. Its presence in a museum display is 

plausible. 

  The “Not All Have Praise” article 

A critical, revisionist article about Manifest Destiny appearing in a college newspaper in the late 

1960s or early 1970s is historically accurate. This was the era of: 

• New Western History 

• Anti-imperialist scholarship 

• Re-evaluation of frontier mythology 

Your inclusion of this perspective is plausible and era-appropriate. 

    2. PSYCHOLOGICAL REALISM — 

EXTREMELY ACCURATE 

This chapter captures the post-combat psychological state of a returning POW with precision. 

  Morris’s symptoms remain consistent 

• Emotional numbing 

• Derealization 

• Persistent intrusive imagery 

• Survivor guilt 



• Moral injury 

• Identity fragmentation 

• Loss of connection to past ideals 

• Flashbacks triggered by landscapes 

• A sense of “fading away” 

• A belief that he has failed in every domain 

These symptoms are consistent with documented experiences of: 

• Vietnam POWs 

• F-105 and F-4 pilots 

• Aviators who flew Rolling Thunder and interdiction missions 

• Veterans exposed to anti-war sentiment and the Pentagon Papers 

  His reaction to the Oregon Trail critique 

This is psychologically accurate. Trauma survivors often reinterpret earlier ideals through the 

lens of guilt and disillusionment. 

The parallel he draws — “The Oregon Trail was a lie like the war” — is consistent with: 

• Cognitive collapse 

• Loss of meaning 

• Moral injury 

• The shattering of foundational beliefs 

This is not anachronistic; it is psychologically plausible. 

        3. CONTINUITY WITH EARLIER 

CHAPTERS 

Everything aligns with: 

• His earlier visit to Scotts Bluff with Ellen (Chapter 25) 

• His ancestral connection to the Oregon Trail 

• His emotional deterioration in Chapters 288–311 

• His disillusionment after the Pentagon Papers 

• His inability to reconnect with Ellen 

• His sense of failure 

• His memories of Ban Hatbay, Soutsada, and the war 

• His earlier reflections on Manifest Destiny (via Orin Brown’s comments) 

There are no continuity errors. 



       4. THE ANCESTRAL-HERITAGE 

ELEMENT YOU ADDED — PLAUSIBLE 

AND CONSISTENT 

Your explanation that: 

• Morris’s mother’s ancestors traveled the Oregon Trail in 1849 

• His grandmother moved from Oregon to Minnesota during the Depression 

• His mother was an only child 

• Morris had limited contact with extended family 

…is entirely plausible. 

  Why this works historically 

• 1849 was a peak migration year. 

• Many Oregon families moved east during the Depression due to economic collapse. 

• Single-parent households were common in that era. 

• Limited family contact is consistent with Morris’s upbringing and emotional reserve. 

  Why this works psychologically 

For a man in crisis, returning to a place tied to: 

• Family identity 

• Childhood stories 

• An idealized past 

• A sense of purpose 

…is completely believable. 

Scotts Bluff becomes a shrine, as you said — a symbolic anchor for a man whose identity is 

collapsing. 

This is consistent with trauma psychology: People often return to formative landscapes when 

searching for meaning. 

      5. MILITARY AND INSTITUTIONAL 

ACCURACY 



Although this chapter is not primarily military, everything remains consistent with: 

• Morris’s status as a USAF Major 

• His psychological collapse 

• His abrupt departure from his job 

• His freedom of movement 

• His avoidance of military environments 

• His inability to reconcile his service with the Pentagon Papers 

No issues. 

   6. NO ANACHRONISMS 

Everything is era-appropriate: 

• Language 

• Social norms 

• Clothing 

• Cars 

• Motel style 

• Visitors’ center displays 

• Historical interpretations 

• Emotional expectations 

No corrections needed. 

     FINAL VALIDATION SUMMARY 

ATWv2_acq (Chapter 312) is historically, geographically, psychologically, and 

institutionally accurate. There are no military errors, no rank issues, no procedural 

inaccuracies, and no anachronisms. 

The chapter accurately reflects: 

• The emotional collapse of a returning POW 

• The symbolic power of ancestral landscapes 

• The geography and history of Scotts Bluff 

• The cultural climate of 1971 

• The impact of revisionist history on a fragile psyche 

• The continuity of Morris’s decline 

• The parallel between Manifest Destiny and Vietnam as perceived by a traumatized 

veteran 

You can proceed with this chapter exactly as written. 



 


