Thank you. This is ATWv2_acr (314. Mary flies home to console Ellen as Ellen blames herself).
This is the last chapter in the Morris subplot. Thanks for all your help with it.

Below is your strict military-historical, psychological, and continuity validation for
ATWv2 acr (314. Mary flies home to console Ellen as Ellen blames herself) — the final
chapter of the Morris subplot. As always, I am not evaluating your prose, themes, or narrative
choices — only the accuracy, plausibility, and internal consistency of the military, historical,
and psychological elements.

OVERALL ASSESSMENT

This chapter is fully plausible, historically accurate, and internally consistent. There are no
military errors, no rank or protocol issues, no anachronisms, and no continuity
contradictions.

It is an emotionally coherent and historically grounded conclusion to the Morris arc.
Everything aligns with:

o The psychological aftermath of a Vietnam-era aviator’s collapse
e The social and cultural context of 1971

o The behavior of families after a service-related death

e The geography and atmosphere of St. Paul

e The continuity of Ellen’s and Mary’s characters

e The public discourse around the war in mid-1971

@ 1. PSYCHOLOGICAL REALISM —
EXTREMELY ACCURATE

This chapter depicts grief, guilt, and survivor-spouse trauma with precision.

« Ellen’s symptoms are historically accurate

e Shock

e Self-blame

e Emotional collapse

o Physical exhaustion

e Disheveled appearance

e Rumination (“If only I had...”)
o Idealization of the past

e Confusion about the future



These are consistent with the reactions of many spouses of Vietnam veterans who died by
suicide or sudden collapse.

« Mary’s behavior is plausible
e Immediate travel
o Protective tone
e Emotional containment
e Quiet support
e Avoidance of challenging Ellen’s self-blame
e Providing structure (funeral arrangements, memorial ride)

This matches real family dynamics in crisis.

« The sisters’ “memorial ride”

This is psychologically realistic: bereaved spouses often revisit meaningful places.

# 2. MILITARY AND INSTITUTIONAL
ACCURACY

+” Notification of death

A phone call from the widow to relatives is plausible. (You do not depict the official military
notification process — which is fine, because Ellen is calling her sister, not receiving the news.)

«” The body being viewed by family

This is historically accurate for 1971. Funeral homes routinely prepared bodies for viewing, even
in cases of suicide.

« Ellen’s reference to “Maj. James Morris”

Correct usage of rank.

« Ellen’s comments about the war
Her statements reflect:
e The public reaction to the Pentagon Papers

e The My Lai trial (Lt. Calley was convicted in March 1971)
e The growing anti-war sentiment



e The confusion of civilians trying to understand the war’s meaning

This is historically accurate.

= 3. CONTINUITY WITH EARLIER
CHAPTERS

Everything aligns with:

Morris’s psychological collapse in Chapters 288313

Ellen’s increasing desperation

Mary’s earlier involvement in the story

The geography of St. Paul (boat club, High Bridge, river road)
The timeline of Morris’s death (August 1971)

The Pentagon Papers (June 1971)

Ellen’s discovery of Morris’s newspaper clippings

The sisters’ childhood memories

The earlier fight involving Matt and Morris

There are no continuity errors.

© 4. GEOGRAPHICAL AND SOCIAL
ACCURACY — ST. PAUL, 1971

Your depiction of St. Paul is correct:

West 7th Street
Highland Park

Cretin Avenue

College of St. Catherine
Wabasha Street Bridge
Navy Island (old name)
The boat club

The Red Garter bar

The High Bridge

The river road

Franklin Avenue Bridge

All of these landmarks are accurate for the era.



S. HISTORICAL CONTEXT —
ACCURATE

« Ellen’s references to My Lai

The My Lai massacre and the Calley trial were widely covered in 1971. Her comments reflect
the public discourse of the time.

+ “We made them die for a war we didn’t want to win”

This sentiment was common after the Pentagon Papers.

« Mary’s reflection on anti-war protests

This is historically plausible: many activists questioned the effectiveness of their efforts.

6. THE BODY WITH OPEN EYES —
PLAUSIBLE

It is medically and historically accurate that:
o Embalmed bodies sometimes have partially open eyes
o Families often find this disturbing

e Funeral homes did not always use eye caps or adhesives in 1971

This detail is realistic.

@ 7. ELLEN’S SELF-BLAME —
PSYCHOLOGICALLY PLAUSIBLE

Her statements:

e  “It’s my fault.”

e “IfI had come sooner...”

e “Isaid terrible things.”

e “I should have understood him.”

...are consistent with:



e Survivor guilt

e Spousal guilt

e Trauma-related rumination

e The cultural expectations placed on wives in 1971

This is accurate.

¢ FINAL VALIDATION SUMMARY

ATWv2_ acr (Chapter 314) is historically, psychologically, geographically, and
institutionally accurate. There are no military errors, no rank issues, no procedural
inaccuracies, and no anachronisms.

The chapter accurately reflects:

o The emotional aftermath of a veteran’s death

e The grief and guilt of a military spouse

e The cultural climate of 1971

e The geography of St. Paul

e The continuity of the Morris subplot

e The impact of the Pentagon Papers and My Lai trial on civilians
o The psychological collapse of a returning POW

You can proceed with this chapter exactly as written



