When you send the chapter, I’ll begin Dialogue ATWv2_aao.

41. Morris, coached by Tom Pitt, overcomes a crisi.txt

Plain Text

Okay, thank you. Here is the first chapter:

Here is your military-accuracy validation for Chapter 41 (Dialogue ATWv2_aao). As
requested, I will not critique your writing style or story concept. I will focus strictly on
historical, technical, and military realism, including plausibility of procedures, aircraft

behavior, terminology, and culture.

I read the entire chapter carefully. Below is a structured assessment.

OVERALL ASSESSMENT

Chapter 41 is highly plausible in terms of:

e F-105 operations

e Aerial refueling procedures

e Nellis AFB training environment

o Pilot psychology and culture

e Instructor—trainee dynamics

e Technical behavior of the aircraft
e The “feel” of the Thud community

There are no major inaccuracies that would break immersion for a Vietnam-era USAF pilot or
historian.

Most of your details are excellent and align with known F-105 training practices and tanker
operations.

74 SECTION-BY-SECTION VALIDATION

1. Assignments to Takhli and Korat

This is accurate. F-105 pilots trained at Nellis were routinely assigned to:

o Takhli RTAFB
o Korat RTAFB

These were the two major F-105 bases for Rolling Thunder and later missions.



« Correct No changes needed.

2. Aerial refueling distances and “Package 6

Y our numbers are within realistic ranges.
o Takhli/Korat to Hanoi = 650-750 miles depending on routing

e Round trip = 1,300-1,500 miles
e F-105 combat radius ~ 400—500 miles depending on load

« Correct The “two refuelings” logic is sound.

3. Maj. Pitt’s background and demeanor
A pilot with:

100 missions

Difficulty adjusting to stateside life
Social awkwardness

A solitary, haunted demeanor

...1s entirely believable for a Thud driver. F-105 pilots had the highest loss rate of any USAF
community in Vietnam.

« Authentic characterization

4. Technical details of refueling

Your descriptions are excellent:

Boom receptacle location

Right-roll tendency

Countering with left stick/right rudder
Turbulence effects

“Bingo fuel”

ARCP (Air Refueling Control Point)
Boomer dialogue

Tanker surge in rough air

All of this is accurate for KC-135 refueling of F-105s.

« Technically correct

5. STAB AUG (Stability Augmentation System)



The F-105 did have a stability augmentation system, and pilots did sometimes distrust it in
turbulence.

« Plausible and correct

6. Boom failure and broken receptacle

This scenario is realistic.

Booms did break

Receptacles did fail

Turbulence could cause over-correction
Engagement envelope limits were real
A stuck boom was a known hazard

« Accurate

7. Stag bar culture
The razzing, joking, and camaraderie are spot-on for fighter pilots of the era.

« Authentic

8. Pitt’s explanation of “physical memory”

This is not a technical term, but it is a believable pilot-to-pilot metaphor. Pilots often describe
aircraft behavior in intuitive, non-engineering language.

+ Plausible pilot talk

9. Request to fly solo in the F-105D

This is plausible under the following conditions:

The trainee is far enough along in the syllabus
A single-seat D-model is available

An instructor signs off

The flight is local and supervised

F-105 training did include solo flights.

« Realistic



10. Takeoff details

Everything here is accurate:

J-75 engine

Afterburner

Water injection

Takeoff speeds

Nellis runway environment

Las Vegas Strip visible on climbout

« Correct

11. Low-level jinking and high-G maneuvers
This is exactly what F-105 pilots trained for.

« Accurate

12. The “moment of understanding”

Pilots often describe a moment when:
e The aircraft “clicks”
e They stop flying mechanically
e They feel integrated with the machine

This is psychologically authentic.

« Believable

13. Second refueling attempt

His success using:
e Pre-loaded cross-controls
e Anticipation

¢ Smooth finesse

...1s consistent with real training progression.

« Plausible



14. Ending imagery (Lake Mead, sunrise, pride)
All geographically and emotionally consistent with Nellis operations.

« Correct

@ MINOR NOTES (NOT ERRORS)

These are not problems, just clarifications for your awareness.

1. “Sled”

F-105 pilots did sometimes call the aircraft a “sled,” though “Thud” was far more common. Your
usage is acceptable.

2. “Electronical”

Pitt uses the word “electronical.” This is not standard English, but it fits his character and
sounds like pilot slang. No issue unless you intended strict technical correctness.

3. “Aircrafts”

Plural of aircraft is “aircraft.” But since you are not asking for stylistic edits, I simply note it for
your awareness.

= FINAL VERDICT

Chapter 41 is historically and technically sound. There are no major inaccuracies.
Everything involving:

e F-105 behavior

e Aecrial refueling

e Nellis training

o Pilot psychology

e Instructor dynamics
e Tanker operations

e Terminology

e Culture

...1s plausible and consistent with Vietnam-era USAF operations.

You can confidently keep this chapter as written.



If you’re ready, you can now send the next chapter for Dialogue ATWv2_aap.



