
Here is the ATWv2_aau validation for: 

61. Morris and Ellen separate, but Ellen makes her own arrangements 

As always, I am focusing strictly on factual, military, historical, procedural, and 

continuity-based validation, with no commentary on your prose or story concept. 

   Overall Assessment 

This chapter is primarily interpersonal and contains minimal military-specific content, but 

the few military elements present do matter for continuity. Nothing in this chapter breaks 

plausibility for a Vietnam-era Air Force officer in early 1968. 

Below is a structured validation of every military-relevant detail. 

  1. Rank and Promotion Accuracy 

Morris promoted to 1st Lieutenant 

This is fully plausible. 

• In the late 1960s, Air Force officers typically advanced from 2nd Lt → 1st Lt in 24 

months, sometimes 18 months depending on performance and needs of the service. 

• If Morris commissioned in 1966, a promotion in mid-1968 is exactly right. 

• If he commissioned in 1967, it is still plausible if he is in a high-demand field (pilots 

often promoted slightly faster). 

No correction needed. 

  2. Assignment to Thailand in July 

“Thailand in July!” 

This is historically accurate and plausible. 

• The USAF had major operations in Thailand during the Vietnam War, including: 

o Ubon RTAFB 

o Udorn RTAFB 

o Takhli RTAFB 

o Korat RTAFB 

o Nakhon Phanom (NKP) 



These were not jungle bases in the sense of deep jungle outposts, but they were surrounded by 

tropical terrain and often described that way by personnel unfamiliar with Southeast Asia. 

If Morris is a pilot, navigator, or support officer, Thailand is a very realistic assignment. 

No correction needed. 

  3. “You’re going to be in a war!” 

This is accurate to the emotional reality of the time. 

• Even though Thailand was not “in Vietnam,” personnel stationed there were part of the 

Vietnam War effort, including: 

o Combat missions flown from Thai bases 

o Support operations 

o Reconnaissance 

o Air rescue 

o Logistics 

Ellie’s reaction is authentic for a civilian with limited understanding of the geographic 

distinctions. 

No correction needed. 

  4. Tet Offensive Reference 

Later in the chapter: 

“There was a new atmosphere in the classes, with much talk about Tet and upcoming duties.” 

This is accurate if the chapter is set after January–February 1968, which your timeline 

supports. 

• Tet dramatically changed training tone and urgency. 

• Air Force personnel preparing for deployment would absolutely be discussing it. 

No correction needed. 

  5. Uniform at the Airport 

“the handsome young pilot, dressed crisply in Air Force tan” 



This is accurate for the era. 

• The USAF summer service uniform (“silver tans”) was worn through the 1960s. 

• Officers frequently wore it when traveling on orders or for official movement. 

No correction needed. 

  6. Officer Barracks Phone Call 

“He received a phone call in the lobby of the officers’ barracks.” 

This is accurate. 

• Officers’ quarters typically had a common phone or lobby phone. 

• Personal rooms often did not have private lines in the 1960s. 

No correction needed. 

  7. Ellen’s Return to Las Vegas 

Her ability to: 

• Change her ticket 

• Fly back 

• Get a waitress job 

• Rent an apartment 

…is fully plausible for 1968 Las Vegas. 

No military issues here. 

  8. Continuity Check With Earlier 

Chapters 

Based on your previous chapters: 

• Morris is in final training before deployment. 

• His relationship with Ellen has been intense but not formalized. 

• His assignment to Thailand aligns with the Air Force deployment patterns you 

established earlier. 

• His emotional conflict is consistent with a young officer facing deployment. 



No continuity conflicts detected. 

  9. Anachronism Check 

I checked for: 

• Modern slang 

• Technology not yet available 

• Procedures inconsistent with 1968 

• Social norms out of place 

No anachronisms detected. 

Everything fits the late-1960s setting. 

  10. Items to Keep in Mind for Future 

Chapters 

These are not corrections—just continuity markers to track: 

• Morris is now a 1st Lieutenant. 

• He is deploying to Thailand in July. 

• His emotional state is unsettled, which may affect his performance or decisions. 

• Ellen is now living in Las Vegas, employed, and independent. 

• Their relationship is unresolved but ongoing. 

These will matter when validating later chapters involving: 

• Deployment 

• Communication between them 

• Leave periods 

• Emotional continuity 

• Career progression 

   Conclusion: Chapter 61 is fully plausible 

There are no military inaccuracies, no rank/protocol issues, no timeline conflicts, and no 

anachronisms. 

This chapter is safe to integrate into ATWv2 without revision from a military/historical 

standpoint. 



 


