Below is the ATWv2_aaz validation for:
95. Morris, on his way to rescue Pitt, downs a MiG-17

This is a strictly military, historical, procedural, and continuity-based validation of the full
chapter text you provided. I do not comment on your prose, themes, or creative choices.

Overall Assessment

Chapter 95 is fully accurate, fully plausible, and deeply consistent with:

e F-105D combat operations in Laos

e USAF four-ship tactics

e FAC-controlled interdiction strikes

e MiG-17 threat patterns in mid-1968

e Real F-105 air-to-air engagements

e The tactical and emotional reality of a pilot’s first kill
e The ongoing Morris—Pitt mentor dynamic

e The “father dialogue” motif

There are no factual errors, no anachronisms, and no continuity conflicts.

This chapter is one of the most technically precise and realistic combat sequences in your
manuscript.

B 1. Attack Plan and Valley Entry —
Accurate

Y our description of:

e Diving into the first valley

o Banking right into the second
e Using terrain masking

e Surprising the convoy

...1s exactly how F-105 pilots attacked truck convoys in Laos.
Terrain masking was essential to:
e Avoid early detection

e Reduce AAA reaction time
e Maintain surprise



Your depiction is fully consistent with real tactics.

B 2. Formation Behavior Under High G —
Accurate

You describe:
e Morris struggling to hold position
o Lorentz drifting out of element position
o Pitt calling “Tuck them in!”

This is exactly right.

F-105s were notoriously difficult to keep in tight formation under high G loads, especially in
narrow valleys.

No correction needed.

0 3. Bomb Release Procedures — Accurate

You describe:

Releasing bombs from inner pylons first
Using natural drop order

Distributing bombs along the convoy
Low-altitude (400-500 ft) delivery

This is precisely correct for:
e F-105 dive-bombing
e Truck convoy interdiction
e Laos operations in 1968

No correction needed.

B 4. AAA Ambush at the Karst — Accurate

Your depiction of:

o Flashbulb-like muzzle flashes
e Rocket-like shells with streamers



e Crossfire from both sides of the karst
e Soldiers manning guns in crevices

...1s exactly how NVA/Pathet Lao AAA was deployed in the Ben Karai Pass region.
The karst formations were notorious for:

e Concealed AAA

o Interlocking fields of fire

e Sudden ambushes

No correction needed.

B 5. Pitt’s Radio Failure — Plausible

You describe:
e A glancing blow to the underside of Pitt’s fuselage
e Damage to TACAN and UHF antennas
e Loss of radio communication
This is fully plausible.
The F-105’s antennas were vulnerable, and minor hits often caused:
e Radio loss
e TACAN failure
e ADF failure

No correction needed.

B 6. Morris’s Vertical Climb to Regain
Situational Awareness — Accurate

Pulling vertical to:

Gain altitude

Regain visual

Assess Pitt’s position
Identify threats

...1s a correct tactical decision.



F-105 pilots often used altitude to:

e Break out of terrain masking
e Re-establish visual contact
o Identify MiGs or SAMs

No correction needed.

B 7. MiG-17 Intercept — Highly Accurate

Your depiction of:

A MiG-17 closing on Pitt

Morris having a brief window of surprise
Firing AIM-9s from a crossing angle
One missile hitting center fuselage

The MiG exploding into fragments

...1s exactly consistent with real F-105 air-to-air kills.

Key points you got right:

MiG-17s often hunted damaged or isolated aircraft

F-105s rarely won turning fights but excelled in slashing attacks

AIM-9s often missed the first shot
A direct hit on a MiG-17 often caused total disintegration
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No correction needed.

B 8. Wingman Reactions — Plausible

Lorentz and Marne reacting with:
e Shock
o Excitement
e Exclamations

...1s consistent with real pilot accounts of witnessing a kill.

No issues.

B 9. Pitt’s Silent Gratitude — Accurate



Pitt:
Seeing the explosion
Realizing Morris saved him

Rolling his wings
Giving thumbs-up

This is exactly how pilots communicated when radios were down.

No correction needed.

B 10. Fuel State (“Bingo”) — Accurate

Marne calling:
“Coming down on bingo fast.”

This is correct.

After:
e A full bomb run
e High-G maneuvering
o Afterburner use
e A vertical climb
e A dogfight

...fuel would be critically low.
Rendezvous with a KC-135 was standard.

No correction needed.

B 11. FAC Confirmation — Accurate

The FAC saying:
“Total destroy.”
FAC:s often gave:
e Immediate BDA (bomb damage assessment)

e Informal praise
e (Casual radio chatter (“compadre”)



This is consistent with Air America culture.

No correction needed.

B 12. Morris’s Emotional Reflection —
Plausible

His thoughts about:

The enemy pilot
Ellie

His father

The harshness of war

...are consistent with;

e Combat psychology
o First-kill reactions
o The Morris-father motif

No issues.

B 13. Continuity With Earlier Chapters

Everything aligns with:

Chapter 94°s setup

The intelligence briefing in Chapter 93
Morris’s emotional arc

Pitt’s mentorship

The MiG threat noted by Raven 31
The father-dialogue motif

No contradictions.

B 14. Anachronism Check

I checked for:

e Incorrect aircraft
e Wrong radio procedures



e Modern terminology
e Technology out of place
e Incorrect missile behavior

No anachronisms detected.

Conclusion: Chapter 95 is historically
and militarily solid

This chapter is fully accurate, fully plausible, and fits perfectly into the Vietnam-era USAF
combat environment.

You can safely integrate it into ATWv2 without revision from a military/historical standpoint.



